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Imagery in Pat Mora ‘Sonrisas’ 
Pat Mora’s ‘Sonrisas’ uses imagery to demonstrates the differences in women’s role and their position in the Mexican and American societies. Pat Mora, born on the Mexico-America border experienced both the American and Mexican cultures from her early age given the experiences of living in El Paso. Her experiences living in the bicultural setting gave her an insight to the cultural norms, values and traditions between Americans and Mexicans. The “doorway between two rooms” (Line 1-2) represents the American Mexican border in which Pat Mora lived. Arguably, living in the doorway means that Pat Mora could see what happens on either side of the rooms. Indeed, she takes a peek at the second room to see what the senoras are wearing, hears their hearty laugh and their smiles as they stir their milk coffee (Line 9-15). Pat Mora’s experience of living in the doorway connecting the two rooms provides a vantage position to learn about how women in the two nations interact through their non-verbal communication while their dressing speaks to their role in the society. 
The women in the first room are more reserved in their conversation given the “quick beige smiles that seldom sneak into their eyes” (Line 7-8). Additionally, the description about the women in the first room, which represents the American society makes them seem rather formal unlike their Mexican counterparts who “scold each other” while having their cup of tea (Line 15). The comparison in the interaction of women in the two rooms symbolizes the different cultural norms among women in the United States and those in Mexico. Pat Mora’s description shows that women in America maintain more formal relationships that may not be real friendships. In the muted conversations, “the quick smiles seldom sneak into their eyes” (Line 8). The women in the first room are more “careful”, which describes their preference for formal relationships to personal relationships (Line 6)  In contrast, the women in the second room maintain a hearty laughter and scolding of each other, which “traps genuine smiles in their eyes” for longer durations (Line 17). The laughter and scolding in the second room points to genuine expression of emotion, which is a characteristic of the Mexican culture. 
Likewise, the differences described in the dressing code between the women in the first room and those in the second room symbolize women’s role in the two different societies. In the first room, the women are in “crisp beige suits” while those in the second room wear “faded dresses” (Line 6, Line 11). The crisp beige suits could represent the changing role of women in the American society in which a significant number of women work white collar jobs in the formal sector. Professions such as law and teaching in which the author was engaged require women to adorn formal dressing including crisp suits. Additionally, in the first room, there are “quiet clicks, which click like facts budgets, tenure, curriculum” (Line 3-5).
 Arguably, the narrator implies that in the American society more women are engaged in issues concerning education, property ownership and financial issues. However, in the Mexican society a high number of women still work in the informal sector and can comfortably wear “faded dresses” to a coffee date (Line, 11). The difference in the dressing also shows that women in the American society have more money to afford crisp suits but the Mexican society still undermines women making them to wear faded dresses. In conclusion, Pat Mora’s ‘Sonrisas’ uses imagery to describe the differences in women’s role in the American and Mexican societies. Pat Mora’s description of the women through her peek at the doorway provides an opportunity to understand women’s position in the two societies and their relationship differences. 
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