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Clearly define the eras in order of their occurrence
The American Police System comprises police agencies that include City Law enforcement agencies, County Sheriffs, and State Police among others. All these police services systems tackle crime issues using different means, methods and approaches allowed by the law. Therefore, these approaches give the three eras of the policing system in the country, namely political era, professional era, and the community era. 
What unique problems did each era face?
The political era is associated with the 20th Century. It began in the 1840s with the formation of the first-ever bona fide police agency and later followed police posts in major cities in the United States (Oliver, 2006). During this time, the police were mainly under the control of politicians and women, and the blacks were not allowed to in the law enforcement profession. This discrimination based on gender and race was the major fallback of the Political police era. Furthermore, it was laced with massive corruption cases and police brutality, which paved the way for the Reform Era.  
What led to the ending of the era and the beginning of the next?
The Reform era is associated with the period in which the police addressed and solved crime issues with technology aid (Sullivan, 2009). Technological tools like the emergency Response Service (ERS) was evident during this period. During this era, police professionalism was the belief that initiated the change in the policing system. Under Chief August Vollmer's reign, police were required to look into the causes behind criminal activities rather than just arresting and rehabilitating the offenders (Oliver, 2006). Due to the tiering requirements to enter the police force in this era, the number of active police officers reduced dismally, and crime rates increased in the same ratio (doubled). It became a time of unrest and an eye-opening in the police system. The downfall of the Reform era provided the path for the emergence of the Community era, which is used to date in the US.
What did law enforcement learn from each era?
The Community era addressed crime-related problems as well as community problems. This era took place between the 1980s to 2000, and it was marked with Civil Rights Movements which spread like wildfire across the country (Sullivan, 2009). The police were therefore on the frontline in handling the unrests. The days of police professionalism and bullying ended, and the police turned to the community and its citizens to deal with criminal activities. Besides community help, this era was also marked as a time for research on crimes, police and criminal justice topics. From the research results, the community era rebirthed the Problem-oriented era and the Homeland Security Era.  Although this era is favorable, it over-relies on the police to solve all community problems. 
Has modern law enforcement learned from the mistakes of the past?
Each era of the policing system had its share of weaknesses that resulted in its downfall and giving birth to the other. One police era's weakness provided a lesson to the other, and the modern Homeland Security Era is established to overcome those weaknesses. Presently all residents, both citizens and non-citizens enjoy a good quality of life, and they help the police get a better sense of the community's needs. 
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