6




Development and Purpose of Black Lives Matter Movement

Student Name
Institution Affiliations
Course Name and Code 
Instructor Name
Date of Submission













Development and Purpose of Black Lives Matter Movement

Since its inception in 2013, after the police shooting of an unarmed 17-year-old African-American teenager, Trayvon Martin, the black lives matter (BLM) movement has been associated with public protest and activism against police brutality and the shooting of African-American people (Gürcan & Donduran, 2021). The movement has grown and developed following other cases of police shootings and brutality against African-Americans. Examples of protests that have contributed to the increasing awareness of the movement are the 2014 police shooting and killing of an unarmed man, Michael Brown, and the killing of Philando Castile in 2016 during a traffic stop (Anderson-Carpenter, 2021). Additionally, during the President Trump era (2017-2021), the United States experienced increases in racism and racial police shootings. Increases in racial cases and racial police shootings saw the growth and increased awareness of the BLM movement.
BLM movement is a social movement with activist groups and the public that call out police brutality against black people (Anderson-Carpenter, 2021).  A social movement refers to excluded groups or populations organizing efforts of promoting or resisting changes in the current social structure; these efforts include seeking assistance and participation from non-institutional groups such as the public (Gürcan & Donduran, 2021). As a social movement, the BLM movement's growth is based on resisting the current structure of racial police killing and brutality. Anderson-Carpenter (2021) notes that in the resistance of police brutality against black populations, there are several proposed changes in the police administration, such as police use of body cameras, the implementation of independent special prosecutors, and the government enforcing greater transparency in policing.
One can evaluate the Obama presidency based on the founding principles and policies in his campaigns and administration. President Obama promised his administration would be established based on a change policy, domestic and foreign policies. (McCormick, 2011). According to the president, achieving domestic policy would lead the country to achieve effective foreign policies. Although the Obama administration achieved some of its objectives, many African-American populations have expressed their disappointment in his administration, citing his failure to fight for better black rights as the first black president. As the first black president, the African-American population had high expectations of the president, emphasizing more rights towards the blacks. 
In the attempt to address systematic and structural racism, the first Black President would have used principles relating to systematic and structural racism to develop better strategies for improving the lives of the racially profiled populations. An example of these principles is using the BLM principles as an approach centered on African-American populations and developing strategies to improve their livers. Through the exposure of the BLM movement, one can identify existing gaps in various sectors such as health or education (William et al., 2018). 
Pandemic Exposure of Inequalities
Throughout history, there have been inequalities among the American population ranging from poor treatment of the criminal justice system towards certain races, income inequality, and unequal access to services such as public health. Increased racial killings in recent times are an example of inequalities between the Whites and the African-American population. The first section, the pandemic, has exposed the inequalities in the American social structure is in the health sector. According to Paremoer et al. (2021), “the covid-19 pandemic has exposed the longstanding structural drivers of health inequities, such as precarious and adverse working conditions, growing economic disparities, and anti-democratic political processes and institutions” (para. 1). For example, 60% of people working in unstable and unfavorable working environments such as warehouses in the US constitute African-American populations (Paremoer, 2021). The pandemic has exposed that people working in these environments have been subjected to limited accessibility of sick leave, limited access to healthcare services, and low wages, impacting their ability to seek quality living standards. 
Additionally, the pandemic has exposed the broad extent of economic inequality and lack of adequate social protection across different racial groups, populations, and gender. Globally, the world’s most affluent five billionaires' incomes have increased during the pandemic; however, approximately 435 million women and girls subjected to loss of employment will continue living below the poverty line (Paremoer et al., 2021). These economic inequalities have been in existence following the lack of strong regulatory control in the financial and commercial markets, illegal financial flows, poor taxation policies, and the high impact the transnational corporations have on national economies (Paremoer et al., 2021). 
Congress and the president have a responsibility to create a country free of economic inequality and systematic racism. The first approach congress and the president need to address is regressive taxation policies. Through regressive taxation policies, the middle class and the poor populations pay higher taxes than the rich. Congress and the president can propose progressive taxation policies, including people earning higher incomes paying higher taxes than people earning low incomes (Paremoer et al., 2021).
Additionally, Congress and the president can develop policies to reduce and counter structural racism and discrimination of religious, racial, and sexual minorities. A recommendable approach is the establishment of national anti-discrimination organizations, zero-tolerance bias policies at workplaces, offering professionals such as police officer training on anti-racism, implementing laws stating zero tolerance of police racial brutality and shootings (Paremoer et al., 2021). Although the public has developed movements such as BLM in the fight towards structural racism, the considerable success of this movement is highly dependent on the government. The government has a significant role in the fight against structural racism. 
Build Back Better
The build back better bill is a step towards the direct direction since it advocates for the insight of the forgotten people in American economic growth, the middle class, and the poor communities. In the build back better framework, President Joe Biden stated that the framework would focus on developing the American economy by rebuilding the middle class and the below middle class (The White House, 2021). As the president stated, the middle class is the backbone of the American economy. Including these classes in the economic growth strategies is a step in the right direction. For example, in replacement of regressive tax policies that make the wealthy wealthier and the middle-class poorer, the build back better framework will work towards a progressive tax system that does not squeeze on the middle class and the poor as it enriches people at the top. 
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