1st Post
In Genesis chapter 4 Adam and Eve have two sons, Cain and Abel.  I think it is interesting how they are both men and not a man and woman. Immediately one can see the matriarchy established here.  God establishes Cain over the earth and farming and Abel over the sheep.  The division already is astounding. Genesis continues and they both bring offerings to God. God is happy with Abel’s offering and displeased with Cain’s offering.  It says “Cains countenance fell” the way I interpret that is he became depressed and sad about his offering to God.  Here we see the divide; God is pleased with Abel, the younger sibling, and displeased with Cain. It strikes me because throughout history the eldest son has always been the favored son and in this instance, Cain is ‘out of favor’ with God.  In chapter 4 verse 7,  it explains good and evil.  Essentially what it is saying is that if man doesn't worship God he will fall to his own desires and those desires are evil.  Cain was feeling what any person would feel if someone above them in the hierarchy is displeased with them. I think he felt ashamed that his younger brother showed him up with their offerings. Cain was the eldest and should have had the better offering.  Early on in the Bible we start to see how peoples emotions effect their actions.  Cain tried to give a good offering but wasn't praised for his effort like his brother was.  I think it was Gods fault for not showing compassion and communicating with Cain about what he expected for his offering and to tell Cain to offer more for the next offering.  The division between the two brothers immediately shows good and evil.  It is meant to show how turning to God will make you a ‘good’ person and turing away from God will make you an ‘evil’ person.  I think it is interesting how much you can take away from these few verses and how it foreshadows the biggest themes in the Bible.

2nd Post
[bookmark: _GoBack]For most of history society has looked to the bible, more specifically Genesis chapter 2:21-23, for the idea of the traditional family. The family consists of the dominant father, aka Adam, and the passive mother, aka Eve. And from Eve will come children that she has to bear to carry on the family. The text says that eve was created from Adam’s rib, which gives the idea that women would not be here without men and we should be eternally grateful to them.  Although this might be a bit of a stretch this ties into how masculinity and feminism are portrayed in modern day societies. As millennials begin to grow up moving away from religion and are gain their own ideas about what they think the definition of masculinity and feminism is they are clashing with the biblical definition.  Even the idea of men marrying women is becoming an idea of the past. Women are becoming more and more empowered and moving away from the old idea that all a woman is, is a man’s wife. Even the idea that a woman’s goal in life should be to get married and have 2.5 kids is fading and women are focusing on having their own carriers and supporting themselves before starting a family, if they even ever want to. In the same respect men are embracing a softer side and less harsh masculine side, without the fear that if they show a soft side they are automatically a homosexual. The stigma is still there but through the years we have broken down this classic idea of Adam and eve, and because of this I think it has helped improve society.
