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Social Stratification Part 4: Poverty
Introduction
Poverty in American households is bearable compared to the rest of the reported cases in developing countries. It is for this reason that immigrants have made and continue to make expatriate movements into the United States of America. In this paper, these groups that move into America in search for economic liberty are the African Americans, people of Hispanic descent, Asian and Pacific minorities living in States. However, things are relatively unprecedented for these folks when they begin settling and working in the Land of the Free. They are faced by racial discrimination, social bias and segregation and unpromising occupational standards. These social problems are pivotal reasons behind the annual poverty reports in America.
Poverty Distribution Index in the United States and the Agencies Concerned
American official poverty level as often updated by the Census Bureau is estimated to be for a family group of four, including two children to be $25,100 annually. This figure translates to $2091 a month with a daily income indication of averagely $69.72 of wage earnings. The reasons and causative factors prompting this kind of perceived little earnings relate to the age of the family members, that is, the number of children above 18 years and the average educational experience of the family members. The bureau posits that those adults without high school diplomas are more openly inclined to poverty as is posited by Lee (2018).
In the United States, there are specific agencies that are mandated by the federal governments to conduct and disseminate information about the quality issues and poverty-related researches.  These agencies include the Institute for Research on Poverty which is a nonprofit, nonpartisan research institute at the University of Wisconsin–Madison dedicated to studying poverty and economic inequality. It was established in March 1966, following an agreement between the university and the Office of Economic Opportunity. The agency is considered as the country’s National Poverty Research Center in the United States and receives significant annual funding to help carry out its mandates. In addition to the Institute for Research on Poverty, the United States Census Bureau is also a federal agency that is permitted to generate the necessary facts and figures concerning poverty spread out and inequality/ variance across the United States.
Reports compiled by the United States Census Bureau placed the official poverty rate in 2018 at 11.8 per cent from 12.3 per cent in the previous year. This indication portends reduction efforts in the federal states attempts to eliminate poverty within their stipulated jurisdictions. The report continued to indicate that the percentage record of poverty decline in 2018 has been the fourth consecutive annual decline in poverty rates. It is a transparent indication that over the last four years, the states have endeavoured to deal with poverty issues thus maintaining its decline over those years.
Social groups which are most inflicted by poverty prevalence are African Americans, Hispanics, American Indians, Alaskan Natives, Asians and Pacific Islanders. Generally, we can sum it up as the immigrants being the most affected group by the poverty rates scores. In the group, the African American population leads with a percentage of 21%, External born non-citizens at 19%, Hispanic Americans at 18%, and adults with a disability at 25% completing the vast majority of natives within the poverty line (Meyer & Sullivan 2018). This does not include all minority groups, but these groups wholesomely attest for 85% of folks below the poverty federal poverty level in the United States. These groups are cognizant to poverty effects due to the racial and discriminatory prejudices they are faced with on a daily basis. As a result, they are pushed to less favourable employments opportunities which only add to their problems.
Close to over 15 million children, in the recent Census Bureau reports, in the United States have 21% of that population live in families with incomes below the federal provided poverty threshold (Moeser et al., 2017). Most of these children have parents who work in low income waged jobs characterized by unstable employment which in turn leave their families struggling for sustenance. Poverty can disorient children’s ability to learn and lead them to social, emotional, and behavioural related problems. It is for these reasons that the teenagers in coloured populated neighbourhoods display emotional aggression, violence and sometimes other criminal offences.
Under the certified poverty measure of 2018 reports, 4.7 million people ages 65 and older, which is 9.2% of poor folks have incomes below the official poverty threshold of $11,756. This is the number of people that are on the pension and retirement benefits columns. The kind of jobs they did while at their hay days are counter-relative to the earnings they draw from their pensioners. Resulting from problems associated with illnesses and the costs of drugs, financial constraints are among the consummating aspects of the larger chunks of senior population’s pensions rendering them into poverty as is described by Meyer & Sullivan (2018).
With employment changes focused among blacks and Hispanic women, those with children as single parents and those in marriages constituted a relative reduction in the poverty rate in 2018.  Poverty rates for all people in all female-householder families remained at 26.8%, sunning up to their lowest rate for the group to be recorded. Whereas the overall poverty rate is at 11.8 %, women are 13.8% likely to fall into poverty and men are below the overall rate at 11.1% (Lee, 2018). This difference is associated with the femininity factors occasioned by social prejudices inflicted against women folk in society. Both married women and those in single parenthood families are thus pushed to unstable jobs hence unstable lives. They have resolvedly ended up in lower ranks and unorthodox practices to earn a living. However, the reports that followed Census Bureau in 2018 showed a significant improvement in the work turnouts by these groups of the American population.
Conclusion
Attempts to reduce the poverty index in America is achievable. Unlike other countries, the United States is endowed with better resources and policies that can uplift individuals above poverty lines. Racial discrimination against non-native members and provisions of better opportunities for all is among other various ways to help reduce poverty in American households. Since poverty is a phenomenal challenge even to the Native Americans, it can only be eradicated by collective approaches from every member of the wider American society.
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