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Precise: The Global Opiate Overdose Epidemic: Solutions for a Wicked Problem
[bookmark: _GoBack]Over the past two decades, there has been a drastic rise in drug related overdoses globally. Almost three-quarters of these overdoses are related to opiate abuse. Opiates refer to any drug which is related or has the analogues of opium. These drugs can be either natural or artificially synthesized through a chemical process. Opiate have psychoactive properties and affect opioid receptor in the human body. The most common forms of opiates are heroin and pharmaceutically synthesized opiate or opioids like tramadol and fentanyl. The leading cause of Opiate related overdoses is the abuse of opiates. This is the incorrect use of opiate either by disregarding prescriptions or by using opiates for purpose different from the originally intended purposes. According to statistics opiate related overdoses are highest in Asian and north American continents and lowest in Europe. Upon further analysis of scholarly evidence, it is clear that opiate related overdoses have vast negative global impacts. Its effects are individual, social and economic/financial. The impacts on individual involve health complications arising from the overdoses, poor relations with family members as well as reduced self- esteem. While opiate abuse is mostly perpetrated in the name of recreation, it is evident that it ultimately leads to deterioration of one’s health and social relations. On top of causing individual problems, the opiate overdoses create an extra burden for the society, the family members and the community since they are obligated to take care of opiate overdoses survivors or the dependents. Consequently, financially and economically, taxpayers feel the pinch of the additional tax burden placed upon them so as to generate funds to be used in government efforts to manage the overdoses. In line with this, it is, therefore, necessary to come up with solutions that would help mitigate this global epidemic and if possible total eradicate incidences relating to opiate overdoses.
