Intro to Mass Communication

Class Presentations and Papers

The Example

Your presentation will cover a specific type of media.

Your medium is ______________________________.

The date of your presentation is ______________________.

PRESENTATIONS: Presentations will last about 8 to 10 minutes.

Here is what is expected for this presentation:

A.  Example

1. Choose an example of the type of media to use for your analysis (e.g., a book, song, etc.) and bring it to class for the presentation.  The example must be something that is controversial or has been challenged in some way.
2.  Present your example.  Find a way to represent it -- i.e., bring in a printed page and describe a website, show a clip of a film, TV show or music video, play a song on a boom box, read song lyrics or part of a book, etc.  Give us brief information about it (e.g., Books: the author, date produced or other works by this author.  Website: the owner of the site, other related sites or interesting/important links.)  Be creative, but remember that the point of the overall assignment is not simply description, but analysis.

3.  Give us a VERY brief overview of your specific example.  Do not give us a detailed description of the entire example.  Make sure you hone this part down to about five main points.  (I may use a timer to help you keep this part of the presentation down to about 2 minutes.)  

B.  Pro and Con Research

1.  Find at least two pieces of research about your example. -- You must use at least two articles for this assignment.
2.  Identify who wrote the articles - the author and the name of the publication.

3.  Summarize each article -- what does it say?  Give us three to five main points in the summary.  You should summarize each article separately.  

3.  After summarizing the articles, pull out at least 2-3 points that are positive or support your example.  Then pull out at least 2-3 points that are negative or critical of your example.  You must create one power-point slide that lists:  Positive and Negative
C.  Your analysis
1.  Look at your pro list.  Why do you think the author of the article thinks these are positives in your example?

2.  Look at your con list.  Why do you think the author of the article thinks these are negatives in your example?

3.  What do you think?  Do you think this example is generally positive, negative, or a combination of both?  Be careful not to base your answer on whether or not you simply like the example or not.  Make sure you include discussion of the articles' perspectives on pros and cons -- what they think is positive or negative -- and relate your thoughts to that.

4.  If you had the power to remove this example from society, would you?  Why?  If not, why not?  What argument would you make to people who say the First Amendment should allow people to express themselves freely in a democracy?
D.  PAPERS

1.  The papers will be about 5-7 pages in length.

2. You should cover the same material as the presentation outlined above.

3.  The papers are due on the same date as your presentation. 

LATE POLICY:

For every day late, the papers will be marked down ten points (about one letter grade).  A paper is late (one day) ten minutes after the end of class on the day it was due. Ten points will be taken for each additional day.
4.  Spend about one paragraph describing your example (i.e., describe a website, a film, TV show, etc.).  Then include information, for example:  Books: the author, date produced, other works by this author, etc.  Websites: the owner of the site, other related sites, interesting/important links, etc.  Music: the name of the CD, others by the same artist, etc.  Magazines: name of the magazine, description of the type of magazine, main features, etc.

5.  Spend about a page and a half to two pages on the brief overview of your example.  List three to five main points and elaborate on them in about one paragraph.

6.  Spend about one or two pages on the pro or positives about your example from the articles.  Identify the author and explain each pro/positive point (three to five points).

7.  Spend about one or two pages on the con or negatives about your examples from the articles.  Identify the author and explain each pro/positive point (three to five points).

8. Spend about one to two pages on your analysis.
9.  Attach documentation to the back of your paper.  i.e., articles, website page addresses, etc. 
10.  During your presentation, you should identify sources in a brief manner -- mention the title of the source (i.e., Rolling Stone Magazine, a website on rap music, etc.) but do not give us information that is so specific that it is boring or confusing.

11. In the paper, give us very specific information (citations, quotes, etc.).

12.  In your citations page at the back of your paper include the following:

Author

Name of publication

Date of publication

Page numbers

And/or include the website address if you found it online

E.  Tips

1.  If you are having a hard time choosing an example, look at the websites listed at the back of the chapters for ideas.  Also, start by looking for articles about your medium and see if you can find something interesting.  Then, you can choose the specific example as the second step.

2.  Remember that the analysis part – the pro and con articles and your analysis section – is the most important.  Be careful not to dwell too much on the other aspects of the presentation or the papers (description, opinion).

3.  Be careful not to base your analysis on either your own opinion (if you liked the example) or the opinion of the author of your articles without backing it up with analysis.

4.  Choose something for which analysis exists.  This assignment will be impossible if you choose something for which you cannot find the proper research (cannot find two articles, pro and con).

5.  This assignment requires research.  Make sure you don’t skimp on the research necessary to answer the questions you are addressing.

Possible social issues to address for this assignment:

Drugs



Race

Environment


Gay Rights 

Consumerism/Capitalism

Generational Conflicts
Prejudice

Family



Feminism

Politics

Terrorism


Violence

Poverty

MORE TIPS:

1.  Follow the handout!

2.  Label each section in the handout as you cover it.

3.  Don’t return to the description of your example -- describe it and show it to us in some way (play a song, clip, photo, etc.) at the start, then move on to the analysis sections.

4.  Do show us the part of your example that pertains to the analysis.

5.  Use power point or some other visual means of communicating.  Posters, etc. can also be used, just make sure you label each section and cover the material for each one.

6.  In your power point slides, use bullets, etc.  Do not overload the presentation with your entire paper.  Just pull out the important pieces and put those in the slide.

7.  Visuals needed:

A.  Example -- be creative

B.  Summaries of pro/con sides:


include 2-3 bullet points for pro side


include 2-3 bullet points for the con side


give us names of author of quotes, research stats, etc. 

C.  Your analysis


include 2-3 bullet points


remember to include your thoughts about the First Amendment
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