Student 1: Primates are highly cooperative social animals. Some primates issue warning calls to their social groups when predators are approaching them. They also support one another physically such as hygiene or grooming, which involves one individual picking through skin and hair of another individual, removing insects or other foreign objects, sometimes eating these materials for example. Cooperative behaviors are tied to social groups which can be altruistic. In other words, these behaviors appear to reduce the reproductive fitness of the individua performing them but it enhances the recipient's reproductive fitness at the same time. Grooming, food sharing, and caregiving are also altruistic because they invest time and effort in one another. Another reason why primates are social may have to do with kin selection, in which altruistic behaviors increase the donor's inclusive fitness; and most of the time, this is the fitness of the donor's relatives. A main reason why primates are also social has to do with fighting or driving away predators. According to American primatologist Susanne Schultz (178), supposedly the earliest primates were nocturnal and lived in solitary. Once these early primates began to live a daily routine or diurnal lifestyle, the amount of predators increased over time. Studies by Schultz have shown that predation rates are lower among larger primate groups than among smaller ones. Another factor for primates being social is that sociality provides access to mates, which determines the family structure or the type of residence pattern being practiced. Overall, it comes down to survival of the fittest. One example of a residence pattern is the one male, one female group, which is the most monogamous of the 6 types. Both the male and female parents of invest a large amount of time and energy caring and nurturing their offspring. They eventually teach them how to protect themselves and hunt for food. Out of all the reason why primates are social however, the main one is to survive from predators; and the larger the primate group, the less chances of being attacked by some.
Student 2: Due to the elevated intelligence of the primate, there are things that are tough to the next generation that can not just be passed on through genetics or instinct. Which is why the mothers take so long in order to make sure they’re offspring is fully capable of serving on their own. The main reason for primates to be social is for survival. There’s an old  saying that says “ it takes a village to raise a kid”. I would have to say that that saying is true not only for humans but also for the other primates, and other animals that perform social attacks. This particular saying encompasses the idea that it takes more than just the parents to help raise a child. For example, although parents are necessary, and each individual role they play in the development of a child, humans are fundamentally flawed in many different ways. Simply being we are not all knowing beings even with the vast knowledge that we have acquired over many centuries. Meaning that the community and village is essential for the child’s becoming overall well balanced. As many people are knowledgeable in many different ways. When we are exposed to many different types of people,cultures, and ethnicities the generational curse of fear or dissatisfaction with oneself, or fear of the unknown essentially is broken. Which increases the survival of a child, emotionally, economically, and intellectually. I’d imagine this is similar in that way for animals, with community even though there is a competition to pass on one’s genes within a group of primates, the group can’t survive if the Group as a whole is devoured or killed off. So by taking care of one another, watching out for predators, taking the necessary time for preparation and learning and teaching of the young. Is what helps them survive through the many generations they have.
