Running Head: PRISONIZATION
PRISONIZATION                                                                                                                           4







DONALD CLEMMER’S CONCEPT OF PRISONIZATION
Name of student
Name of tutor
The institution of affiliation
Date






The term prisonization has continued to play a role in explaining the lives of prisoners in the criminal justice system. Donald Clemmer is one of the experts who shed light on the term prisonization in the prison system of 19400s. Donald Clemmer devised the term “prisonization” in the view of how prisoners adapted to the life in prison. By using this term, Clemmer meant the process by which the behavior of inmates both already in prison and those coming from the outside world was changed by both the social and structural hallmarks of prison life. Clemmer meant that prisoners were at a high degree impacted behaviorally by the customs and the general culture instilled in the prison system. Therefore, the idea of prison subcultures means that prisoners share certain common values, norms and beliefs within the prsion system and this affects theire behavior in prison and even after serving time in prison. 
There are various phases of prisonization according to Clemmer. The first phase is when the prisoner is first admitted to prison. From the moment the prisoner is admitted in prison, he is stripped off his/her name and given a name. The prisoner is given a number which will be his/her identifier for the remainder of his/her life in prison. After being given a number as an identifier, the prisoner is given new clothes provided by the state. Stripping the prisoner his/her name and clothes strip them off their uniqueness. Therefore, Clemmer considered the intake process as the first step in becoming prisonized. The next step of prisonization according to Clemmer is the prisoner having to change the daily routine. The prisoner is dictated upon what and when to eat, when to sleep, and when and where to work. In the long run, prisoners are forced to adapt to the system of the prison life. Inmates may end up questioning their work assignments and may engage in behavior that is different from that accepted in the walls of prison. And one thing that Clemmer viewed changes inmate’s behavior is the inmate code (Clemmer, 1940).
 Clemmer claimed that inmates are forced to abide by a certain code that has been instilled in the prison system. This inmate code is meant to foster the prisoner’s allegiance to his fellow prisoners. By sticking to this code, Clemmer says the prisoner is isolated from the influence of penitentiary staff. Devotion to the code represents a type of a strengthened opposition to the rules and regulations of the prison system. This means that the code is distinct from that of the prison as an institution and the society at large. 
And the more the prisoner the inmate holds unto the code of the prison culture, the more he/she denies the rules of prison authorities and those instilled in the outside community. In so doing, the inmate may develop certain behaviors like gambling and unwanted sexual behaviors, which all do not correspond to the acceptable behavior of the prison system. Clemmer also identifies numerous structural elements shaping the prison system. The antagonistic relationship between inmates and prison staff shapes the behaviors of inmates at a great extent. Many people view the relationship between prison management and inmates as threatening. To many, the subculture in the prison system appears to be abusive towards the inmates because of negative attitude of prison officers towards inmates. Therefore, as Clemmer views, the attitude of prison management towards inmates has instilled a culture where prisoners are meant to device behaviors which are meant to respond to these attitudes. For example, if prison guards treat inmates in a cruel manner, then inmates can develop negative behavior. 
Finally, another structural factor that plays a role in changing the behavior of inmates is the existence of cellhouse groups. It is observed that the interaction of people within a certain group impacts on the behavior of individuals in the group. Clemmer observes that prison gangs impact on the behavior of an inmate. Inmates who join gangs formed in prison are more likely to adopt the behaviors of the group members which are mainly negative. For example, an inmate may be incorporated in a gang that cells drugs in prison and thus may end up being selling drugs even after being absorbed into the community after serving his/her prison life. This view is supported by the importation model which asserts that different subgroups with different beliefs exist in a prison rather being a total institution with one subculture (McKendy, 2018). And the subculture creates their own codes which must be accepted by all members of the group. This is the same case with race/ethnic stratification influencing the behavior of prisoners. Certain subcultures in the prison bring along their experiences and socialization from the outside into prison. In other words, the characteristics and social backgrounds of inmates determine how they behave in prison.
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