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How Sociology Would Account For Same-Sex Marriage
Same-sex marriage refers to a marriage between two people of the same biological sex. It could be between a man and a man or between a woman and a woman. Sociologists view human beings as social beings who live within a given social context.  Sociologists, therefore, attach the rise in same-sex marriages to the support society are giving these ideologies of same-sex marriages. Sociologists have argued that there is an increase in the social imagination of homosexuality, and this has greatly influenced the acceptability of homosexuality as an essential social aspect of some societies, especially the United States society (Hart-Brinson, 2016). 
The young generation views homosexuality as a social identity, while the older generation views homosexuality as a behavior (Hart-Brinson, 2016). The growth of same-sex marriage is predicted by people’s attitudes towards lesbians and gays and the opinions the public has on the morality of these sexual orientations. It is therefore vital to understand how same-sex marriages have evolved with time to the point that today in some societies; it is termed as a legal practice that needs to be respected. This paper, therefore, argues that public opinion about same-sex marriage is responsible for the growth of same-sex marriages.
The Evolution of Public Opinion around Same-Sex Marriages
The supreme court of the United States legalized same-sex marriages throughout the United States on the 26th of June 2015. Prior to this legalization, public opinion had influenced the support of same-sex marriages for over twenty years, such that there was a thirty percent support of same-sex marriage by the time the Supreme Court was making the ruling (Flore, 2020). Educational attainment and personal interaction with gays and lesbians have been put forward as explanations for the change in public opinion by sociologists. Education and personal contact with lesbians and gays are both positively associated with tolerance to homosexuality. For example, from a study conducted to understand people’s opinions regarding same-sex marriages in America, students often used analogies and metaphors that define homosexuality as an identity more than did their parents (Hart- Brinson, 2016).
These students also viewed homosexuality as essential and often compared it to heterosexual relations, and race which are used to construct one’s identity. As such, individuals who compare same-sex marriages with heterosexuality do not find a problem with people being homosexuals provided it is their own choice and makes them happy. If any, it is a relationship just like a heterosexual relationship. Individuals who compared same-sex marriages with race viewed denial of homosexual rights as a form of discrimination like the racial discrimination that characterized history. Young people more than their parents, therefore, use analogies and metaphors that reinforce the social imagination of same-sex marriages as an identity that has rapidly gained acceptance in America since the 1990s (Hart-Brinson, 2016). 
Political and religious perceptions of people also influence their views on same-sex marriages. Liberal informants who view same-sex marriages as identity support it. This number is higher than the number of people who are either liberal, libertarian, or democratic. On the other hand, religious conservatives viewed the use of same-sex marriage as an identity as very immoral. To them, same-sex marriage is a sin.
In explaining same-sex marriages as a behavior, older people prefer using metaphors that define same-sex marriages as a behavior. These people thus view homosexuality as a choice and lifestyle. One chooses to marry an individual of the same sex while another can choose to marry a person of the opposite sex. Homosexuality, according to older people, is unnatural and self-imposed. Older people also view same-sex marriage as a deviant behavior that should not be condoned (Gash et al., 2020). Conservative Christians also view same-sex marriages as a behavior that violates the Christian teachings on sexuality. To them, same-sex marriages are, therefore, sinful behavior that should neither being associated with neither feelings nor identity.
The Social Construction Theory and Same-Sex Marriages
The social construction theory posits that specific processes informed by different bodies of knowledge can come to be socially accepted as a reality. According to this theory, social construction occurs through processes that people create over time as a result of their actions and interactions, and soon, these processes become a social reality. These realities become shared and are experienced in society as both subjectively meaningful and objectively factual. According to Steven Seidman, same-sex marriage is a social construction and has, with time, been accepted as a social identity in western culture (Adams, 2016). 
Initially, homosexuality, like sodomy, was condemned as an inappropriate social relationship (Adams, 2016). Seidman, therefore, traces homosexuality to the increase in the number of women taking up formal employment. The presence of both men and women in the workplace hence called for the distinction of jobs as feminine and masculine. Unfortunately, this social gender division began destabilizing the social rules rather than established them.
Adams (2016), notes that in the late 20th century, particularly after World War II, same-sex marriages became more accepted. During World War II, men and women were placed in factories where they were grouped according to their biological sexes. It is during these interactions and confines that individual’s feelings of homosexuality were reawakened upon interacting with persons of the same sexual identity. After the war, therefore, these individuals settled in different cities and continued their homosexual relationships. With time the perceptions on same-sex marriages changed as Alfred Kinsey observes (Flore, 2020).
 	Kinsey found out that homosexuality is continuous and grows from the absence of attraction to a person of the same sex to a serious attraction to an individual of the same sex (Flore, 2020). Politics then entered the debates of same-sex marriage, leading to a development of a homosexual movement. This movement advocated the acceptance and recognition of same-sex marriages as legitimate. These developments have thus greatly influenced the acceptance of same-sex marriages, especially in the western world.
Conclusion
Same-sex marriage is a socially constructed aspect that has evolved with time to become a fundamental practice in the western world. Currently, there are many debates on the rights and privileges that same-sex marriage partners should be accorded by law (Gash et al., 2020). Most countries have legalized same-sex marriages as legal and accepted. It is also evident that same-sex marriages are significantly shaped by the opinions of individuals on the same. Young people tend to view same-sex marriages as a social identity, and those who protest it should be respected and supported to continue their chosen course. On the other hand, older people tend to define same-sex marriage as a lifestyle and a choice more than an identity. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Ahdar (2017) notes that some conservative Christians view same-sex marriages as immoral and against God’s intent for marriage, which was to be between two people of the opposite sex. Education, interaction with lesbians and gays as well as political ideologies also influences the perceptions of individuals on same-sex marriages. Politics, which drives public opinions and public policy, has also integrated the debates on same-sex marriages into public debates, and this has further influenced the legitimization of same-sex marriages by different constitutions. 
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