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Personal/Reflective Essay Prompt

First Draft Due Date:  Tuesday, Sept. 22nd, 2020
You will load this onto the discussion board (designated room) and will receive feedback from at least 2 people. You need to give 2 other people feedback on their first draft too. This feedback should include 2 things you liked about their essay and 2 suggestions you think will improve their essay.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Final Draft Due Date:  Tuesday, Sept. 29th, 2020
You need to load this to the designated place for a final grade.

Worth:  10% of your total grade

Requirements and Guidelines:

• Since this is a personal/reflective essay, you should write in 1st person (I, me).
• This paper does not require outside research.  You will not need a Works Cited page.
• At least 2 full pages. Know that one and three-quarters pages is not two full pages.
   Note:  Average words on one full page is around 250.
• 11 or 12 point Times Roman font; one-inch margins; double-spaced.
• A clear structure with an introduction, body, and conclusion. The reason for your structure is apparent.
• A clear, consistent thesis statement that clearly expresses an opinion about the topic and has a 
   controlling idea. The purpose is evident. Topic is clear.
• A single, specific focus that guides the entire paper.
• Topic sentences for each paragraph where the rest of the paragraph supports the main idea.
• Use strong examples to support the thesis statement and properly introduce these examples.
• Conclusion leaves the reader with a final thought and ties back into the essay in some way. Don’t 
    forget to restates the thesis uniquely.
• Proper use of grammar, usage, and mechanics (GUM).


The Topic - What to Write About	

The purpose of this assignment is to learn something about yourself.  What drives you? In other words, what inspires you to reach for the goals you’ve set for yourself? After you decide on what drives you, think about why this is.  My drive is my children and making a difference in their lives.  For some people, their drive is another person.  For others, their drive is to go farther in life than their parents did.  Some people’s drive is to make enough money to care for a family.  Further examples:  A college student eventually wants to play professional football.  He needs to keep his grades up in order to play on the college team.  His ambition is to become a professional football player.  This drives him to do his best in classes and to do his best in college football.  Another example is of a young woman who works hard for good grades because she wants her parents to be proud of her.  Still another example might be to build the most amazing race car ever seen.  My ambition is to set good examples for my daughters.  I want them to attain their dreams, but realize they must learn this means getting back up after life knocks them down for the gazillionth time.  I also want them to know that being knocked down doesn’t mean they’re not good enough.  It only means they must dig deeper inside themselves for strength, the kind they won’t know they have until they’ve struggled back up again.  To further the validity of this lesson, they must see me get back up after life has knocked me down and kicked me around hard.

Begin your introductory paragraph with a sentence that hooks reader’s interest. For the introduction portion of this essay, introduce what drives you and say why that is. Elaborate on why and when you believe this drive came about. Make sure your introductory paragraph contains a thesis statement that is one sentence only. I recommend this paragraph be at least 6 sentences long.

For the body of your paper, provide examples of how this drive helps you, how it hinders you, and how it has made your life easier or more difficult.  Connect these examples to how your perspective has changed through time because of your drive.  Has this drive, these experiences, and perspective provided you with an insight? What is the insight? Some techniques to use may include comparison, interpretations, analysis, or description.  What does thinking about your drive teach you about yourself?

For the conclusion part of your paper, relate back to your thesis.  Explain what drives you and why your drive matters.  Also, can you leave your readers with something to really think about?


* Read pages 88-94 in our digital textbook on "Narrative Writing." There is also an example essay on 
   pages 92-94, but the topic is not the same as the one you will write.


I look forward to reading your essay!
