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Impacts of Vietnam War on American society
The Vietnam War was different from other wars like World War 1 and 2 since the soldiers fought to stop a particular style of governance and not conquer other countries. Vietnam War had moral ambiguity as compared to the second war. The American soldiers fought with the ill-defined enemy, which was difficult to differentiate from civilians. In the war, there were American massacres and atrocities of unarmed civilians (Locke and Ben 327).  Therefore, it was challenging to indicate this war as good versus evil, like in World War II. Vietnam was unpopular as most Americans opposed it on moral grounds because it was a conflict against Vietnamese independence and did not have clear objectives like other wars.
The Vietnam War left an exceptional mark within the American society that had impacts on the self-conception and awareness of the entire nation.  In his short story, O'Brien explains the confusion experienced by American soldiers to show how the demands of community and country conflicted with the soldiers' demands of conscience and principles. According to O'Brien, the Vietnam War led to the loss of veteran soldiers. In the story, he attempts to explain the connection between conflict and death, which adversely impacts society. However, according to Lieutenant Jimmy, "when one dies in war, there is no blame to the mortar rounds or people who sent you in the war" (O' Brien 7).   The US lost to a small and less powerful state resulted in a loss of confidence within the Military base. The war altered how Americans viewed the military's role and how it should be utilized in foreign conflicts.
Vietnam War impacted the American culture. The war was entrenched in the minds of American citizens due to widespread media coverage.  The American culture was mutilated by the events that happened during the war. The war-affected by how Americans view their place with the rest of the world. After the end of the Second World War, the majority of Americans believed the country had a divine mandate to spread democratic principles all over the world (Scott, 20). Young Americans, particularly those in college, were also infuriated since they believed that the rich people waged war and allowed the poor to participate, which resulted in a cultural divide.  "Military matters meant nothing to him "(O' Brien 3). In the story, O'Brien explains how the commander did not care about the age of young soldiers participating in the war.
American foreign policy was affected by the Vietnam War.  The war leads to significant differences among US civilians since the country was no longer looking for communist ideas in the 1960s. However, the military participated in a fight where many believed the US had no business. Notably, the war resulted in several issues for college students and impacted the soldiers due to a lack of support among them (Scott 14).  The Vietnam War decreased the American's trust towards their political leaders. The US suffered from the so-called "Vietnam Syndrome." The war left the US ambivalent and baffled on its role as the world defender of democratic ideas and institutions and extended the gap between people and government.
The Vietnam War changed people's perceptions of media, constitutional rights, and government roles towards citizens. The war made the country torn apart and united together in different ways. Additionally, the war led to several protests on how the government used power.  The dramatic changes towards the behavior of society left a lasting mark. The debates and protests about Vietnam War divided the country on uncertainties of policies. The war leads to the introduction of new policies like lowering the age on the right to vote. The war also affected the country's politics, economics, and social movements. For example, Vietnam War affected the country's economy and altered President Johnson's plan for a great society (Scott). Johnson was forced to raise taxes from citizens to support the war. Military and non –military were encountered budget deficits that resulted in rapid inflation.  The war has the greatest fiscal legacy, such as increased government expenditure. The protests, like in Kent State, lead to the death of students.
The war had major negative impacts on the veterans. During the war, the veterans experienced challenges due to terrain, climate, and wildlife. Additionally, they struggled with logistical problems associated with the complicated political condition in Vietnam. According to O' Brien, "Three men moved in slow, heavy steps during the war since it was difficult to keep balance and rain made quick dents " (2). After returning to American, the soldiers were not recognized, and the government did not compensate them, which made the public and soldiers demonstrate. 
Summing up, the Vietnam War was not recognized as a heroic war since the majority of Americans opposed it on moral grounds because it was a conflict against Vietnamese independence and did not have clear objectives. Vietnam War impacted the American culture. The war-affected by how Americans view their place with the rest of the world. After the end of the Second World War, the majority of Americans believed the country had a divine mandate to spread democratic principles all over the world. The Vietnam War decreased the American's trust towards their political leaders. The Vietnam War had devastating impacts on the country's political economy and social movements. For example, Vietnam War affected the country's economy and altered President Johnson's plan for a great society. Johnson was forced to raise taxes from citizens to support the war.
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