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Events and Trends of the 1960s
The 1960s was a decade that had the best of times as well as the worst of times.  A decade of tremendous, transformational changes and bizarre contrasts: flower children and assassins, civil disobedience and retaliation, idealism, and alienation. It was the decade of hope, change, disappointment, and war. The 1960s started when John F. Kennedy, a Democrat representing a spirit of hope for the nation, a charismatic young senator announced to run for the presidency (Locke and Ben 315). On a Tuesday, November 8, 1960, presidential elections, he won the elections against the incumbent vice president Richard Nixon, a Republican Party nominee. 
During his presidency, John Kennedy committed that the United States of America will land a man on the moon and get him back with safety before the end of the decade (Locke and Ben 269). He also created the peace corps to support the undeveloped countries in various sectors such as education, health care, farming, and construction. Besides that, the Cuban missile crisis was resolved when the united states agreed to remove its missiles from Turkey and pledged not to attack Cuba, which was made possible after a group of eight hundred women protested outside the United Nations Building to promote peace in 1962. 
A period of peace and solace and hope soon changed to anger and violence when John F. Kennedy was assassinated. Other than President Kennedy, two other influential Americans were murdered, that is, the Civil rights leader Martin Luther King Junior, who was shot in Memphis, Tennessee, in nineteen sixty-eight and John Kennedy's brother – Robert Kennedy was shot in Los Angeles, California several weeks later while he was campaigning to win the presidency for his party's nomination (Paupp and Richard 215). Their death was the moment of change for America because the aftermath revealed the American psyche's darker instincts and resulted in riots, unrest, and violence in cities across the country, which affected many young Americans. 
During this period of the 1960s, the civil rights movement emerged and made significant progress by the action of the primary activist groups, which became very instrumental in propelling for change and new legislation (Locke and Ben 320). The charismatic Martin Luther King used non –violent means his exceptional gift of speaking to advocate for civil rights. The movements had many achievements, but even so, the change remained slow. Many got frustrated because the government failed to reduce poverty and persistent violence against African Americans, particularly the killing of Martin Luther King, Jr. in 1968, which would later make other ethnic minorities rise and work for their piece of the American dream, which led to the emergence of Mexican American Civil rights movement, majorly steered by Cesar Chavez (Locke and Ben 348). Their main objective was to have education reform, rights for the farmworkers, and the restoration of land, which signaled Mexican Americans demand their citizenship right. As a result of these movements, The Civil Rights Act of 1964 and The Voting Rights Act of 1965 came into being and changed the lives of the African American minority by ensuring equal rights for all.
The civil rights movement inspired organizations such as the National Organization of Women (NOW) and student groups like the Students for Democratic Society (SDS) to protest the Vietnam war, which was claiming the lives of many and advocate for women's rights, and resist discrimination faced by lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and queer (LGBTQ) people (Locke and Ben 336).  These groups succeeded in advocating for their rights and, uplifted many accepted standards, and set new social and legal changes in progress that made many of their success be felt even today.
The consequence of the Vietnam War was felt throughout the world. The United States became more concerned in international politics in the 1960s, trying to prevent the spread of communism and keep its position as the world's superpower, which indeed revealed the limits of military power and discrepancy of U.S. foreign policy (Tindall and Shi 1393). The active protest and turmoil at home increased as the United States increased its support for Vietnam War. In 1963, President Lyndon Johnson embraced the civil rights movements, took Kennedy's stalled civil rights bill through congress, and in 1964 he signed the civil rights bill, which is considered the most important civil rights legislation in American history. He later envisioned a package of domestic reforms known as the Great society. The phrase "liberty and justice for all" promised to be meaningful where everyone could share the opportunities offered for a better life by the United States (Locke and Ben 338). This transformed society in countless ways through various social programs and investments in key sectors. Even so, he maintained the American commitment in Vietnam, a policy laid down by his predecessors and made him not realize the Vision of the great society and lose support among the American people, which will, later on, come out crystal clear that the Vision of a More inclusive democracy was not shared by all Americans as revealed by the assassinations that took place in the decade.
The Apollo 11 mission On July 20, 1969, brought the space race to new heights. It ended the race to land a man on the moon and bringing him back, which made Americans emerge victorious in the space race against the Soviet Union, fulfilling the promise of John F. Kennedy (Gorman and Heather 8). Americans were marveled by this, as it punctuated the country's years of turmoil. This chain of events made the great nation of the world the United States of America. 
 In Summary, the events and trends of the 1960s shaped the United States as evident in the 1980s and the later years. Some of these events include the race to the moon, the creation of peace missions, assassination of presidents, the improvement of the civil rights, and the prevalence of the Vietnam War. All of these events had a great influence on the nature of the United States in 1980s and beyond. For instance, most organizations emerged to fight for civil rights. Therefore, history is important because it can be utilized to reconstruct the present. 
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