Running Head: WORLD WAR II
World War II                                                                                                                                    5







World War II
Student Name
Institutional Affiliation
Due Date







Prompt 1
Although President Franklin Roosevelt was prevented by the Neutrality Acts from entering the war, the events in Europe and Asia lead to him changing US neutrality policies leading to the US entry into World War II (Beard, 1954). The first event that led to Roosevelt's entry into the war was the German invasion of Poland which resulted in Britain and France declare war on Germany. During this event, Nazi Germany together with Italian allies had control of the European continent with only Britain remaining free of Nazi. In 1940, Hitler began a war on England in preparation for Britain's invasion. Roosevelt sympathized with the British and France forcing him to break American neutrality. He supported Great Britain by supplying with all they lacked for the war. At first, Roosevelt offered psychological and material aid to Britain but finally became an active participant in the war.
A second event that led Roosevelt to change the US was the two decisions made by Hitler: first massive invasion of the Soviet Union and secondly conquering Britain by attacking British shipping. Roosevelt responded to these decisions by extending Lend-Lease aid to the Soviets Union. He also instructed the American Navy to patrol the North Atlantic and to guard British ships. The Navy was later allowed to shoot German subs. The United States and Germany were at war by 1941.
Another event that led Roosevelt to change the US was the southern Indochina invasion by Japan in 1941. Roosevelt responded by cutting the assets that Japan had in the US and limiting Japan from accessing petroleum products. This angered the Japanese who then launched an attack against the US at Pearl Harbor in Hawaii. The US declared war on Japan while Germany and Italy declared war too on the US. The US accepted the war and became a participant in the world war by December 1941. Roosevelt justified his move away from neutrality by stating that the United States had a significant role to take part in the world to fight for universal freedom of all the people and had to therefore combat the war upon the entry of Europe and Asia into the war.
Prompt 2
Roosevelt’s Four Freedoms speech presented essential types of freedom which included freedom of speech and expression, freedom from want, freedom of religion, and freedom from fear (Roosevelt, 1941). The Americans got to understand that all the people in the world had freedom of speech and expression. They also understood that every person everywhere in the world is entitled to the freedom of worshiping God in their ways. It also became clear to the Americans that freedom from want can be interpreted to mean economic understandings whereby every nation should ensure that its inhabitants live peacefully and healthy around the world. The Americans understood that freedom from fear can be interpreted as the reduction of ordnance such that no nation can commit any form of physical aggression act against their neighbor in the whole world.
Most importantly, the Americans got to understand that these four fundamental human freedoms apply to every person everywhere in the world. These four freedoms made the Americans understand why Britain needed their support during the war. They became convinced that assisting Britain was a way of contesting for the universal freedoms required by all people in the whole world. These four freedoms represented the aims of America’s entry into the war. The four freedoms also helped Americans in challenging racial discrimination making them fight any country that rose or declared war against their neighbor. These efforts were successful because they motivated the international Four Freedoms Award and they formed the foundation for the Universal Declaration of Human Rights embraced by the United Nations. The efforts of Americans in assisting in the war were successful because they fought for the universal freedoms of all the people in the world and created peace around the world that there has never erupted any other world war.
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