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Protectionism 
Protectionism is a government policy restricting international trade as a way to help and protect domestic industries. There is the use of import quotas, tariffs, subsidies, and/ or other restrictions that the government places on the imports of foreign competitors (Fouda, 2012). In most nations, protectionism is politically motivated, making it contrary and different from free trade. Some people dislike the protectionism concept, but I believe it is helpful to a nation that enacts the policies because it creates new job opportunities for local employees in the local industries. According to Demir & Sepli (2017), protectionists policies ensure a reduction in import levels that allows a nation to have an increased trade balance. Protectionism helps to promote local industries in a great way, leading to the immense growth of opportunities to a point they can compete against experienced industries in the international market. The policy tends to foster a nation's GDP after a rise in domestic production.  
Protectionism supports sunset industries or declining industries. These are among the industries considered to be at the other end of the scale and need some support to slowly decline, thus helping them avoid the negative repercussions of their decline. Protectionism limits over-specialization. According to The Effects of Protectionist Policies on International Trade, over-specialization tends to occur due to the comparative advantage theory to its extreme (Demir & Sepli, 2017). A nation becomes over-reliant on international trade, thus risking its local industries. Also, protectionism deters unfair competition whereby imports sell cheaper than the locally produced products disadvantaging and endangering the local industries. The United States is a good example of countries embracing protectionism because of massive imports. The country uses protectionist tariffs technique that raises the prices of foreign goods to reduce the competition of local products (Demir & Sepli, 2017). 
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