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I tried to build a solar drier. I wanted to come up with a gadget that could be affordable to many of the farmers who were in need of drying their crops after harvesting. So I went ahead and picked a parabolic solar collector, I made a frame, drive mechanism, and a solar tracker. 
  I would consider attempting to build a solar drier a prototype since it represented the actual product. A prototype is a physical representation of the actual product; it is a scaled down product which consists of all features of the final projected model (Pham, 2001). Prototype entails coming up with an idea, designing, choosing of the materials and testing the final product. 
Prototyping is important because an organization or an individual evaluates and tests the design. It enables the designer to represent a real version of the product that will finally be produced, thus making it possible to determine which aspects of the product will be worthwhile and which parts will need to be polished and others which will be cast-off (Pham, 2001). Also, prototyping helps in clarifying the production costs and issues that might arise during the process. Prototyping also helps the organization or the person who came up with the idea to sell it to potential customers. Besides, prototyping helps in obtaining patents; if the product is unique, the organization can obtain patents so that it prevents others from producing similar products. 
Thus, in general, prototyping can be said to entail coming up with a new idea, process or concept and developing it in order to actualize the original idea. The working operation of the prototype should be the same as that of the final product. For instance, the prototype of the solar drier should work the same as the full-scale solar drier.
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