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Psychoanalysis of Annabel Lee
The psychoanalytic approach to poetry brings fore the unconscious feelings, desires, and memories that the poet has raised. It is the feelings that govern poetry writing to communicate the desired message in a poem. In our daily life occurrences and experience, we have loved and been loved. In the case of Annabel Lee's poem, the persona is deeply in love with Annabel Lee. The narrator says that maiden lived with no other thought Than to love and be loved by me (Stanza 1, line 6). This line perfectly captures the bond of love between the narrator and Lee.
The narrator has loved deeply and obsessively and seems not to bow out of the entrenched love despite the angels being envious of them. The narrator says that winged seraphs of heaven coveted her and him.  He paints the picture that you don't fail to have those who are envious of your love when in love, which seems to disturb the 'I' so much. The poem is full of nostalgia arising from the much-missed love of the lover Annabel. The narrator points out that “our love was stronger by far than the love of those who were older than we” (Stanza 5, line 1). And this nostalgic feeling explains the fact that the death of a loved one does affect, in the case of this poem the 'I' seems distorted and depressed and that's why the narrator sleeps next to her every night where she laid to rest, the narrator says “all night-tide, I lie down by the side of my darling” (Stanza 6, line 5). The poem reveals two moments involved; happy and sad, that one has to brace for when one loves. The narrator loved Lee, and this brought envy and jealousness abound, but the narrator was undaunted. Psychologically, the narrator was trapped by the love that later tormented him and made him sad and lonely.
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