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Abstract
Worldwide, authorities and administrations have begun to pay increasing attention to sustainable transport systems by ether enhancing the already existing facilities or introducing completely new transit services. In the past few years, Saudi Arabia has been experiencing an increase in concerns about the economic, demographic, and environmental issues, among other issues that have exposed the desire to have a robust and efficient transportation network (Al-Fouzan, 2012). Despite the huge economic growth in the country, there are significant concerns about the state of public transportation in Saudi Arabia. Against this background, this paper analyzes the public transport sector in Saudi Arabia by considering different factors that influence the state of the sector. The paper also explores the role of the government and other institutions mandated responsible for the sector as well as highlighting some of the ongoing public transport projects ongoing in the country. The paper ends with a conclusion on how to improve the public transport sector in Saudi Arabia. 


Public Transport in Saudi Arabia
Introduction
Saudi Arabia is the largest country in the gulf region taking up more than 80% of the Arabian Peninsula, spreading over an area of 2,149,690 sq. km. The country has a population of around 27 million, and the growth rate is at 2.8%, economically, Saudi Arabia has an oil-based economy which is firmly controlled by the government. The countries oil reserves are so abundant that they account for 20% of the world's proven reserves, and it is the leading exporter of oil in the world (Al-Fouzan, 2012). The oil and a gross domestic product of 3.8% make the country a highly attractive investment destination for foreign investors and business-related activities.
Body
Saudi Arabia is one of the largest exporters of oil in the world. This means that the local consumption of oil is satisfied to the extent that excess oil is exported. Despite there being readily and cheaply available oil in the country, the state of the public transport network is terrible. After years of neglect, the public transport network has fallen out. Readily available oil, which is available at low prices and the transport network is easily accessible to private automobiles, has increased the level of congestion in Saudi Arabia's roads. Increased congestion, combined with a weak state, has increased the number of accidents. This has caused a loss of 13.6 billion Saudi Arabia riyal each year money, which would have been used elsewhere (Alhussein, 2011). The transport system capacity in Saudi Arabia is not enough to accommodate the high demand for transportation in the country.




Also, the kingdom's transport systems have become a point of concern considering the gradual increase in urban congestions and associated accidents. The government has therefore adopted a strong move towards ensuring efficient urban mobility that would not only ensure a positive transformation in the transport sector but will also act to meet the transport demands of the citizens (Amin et al., 2013). In 2005, the government came up with a resolution to improve the country's transport network by launching comprehensive transport projects (Aljoufie, 2014). These projects include The Holy Shrines Train, a rail line that would link two holy shrines, a Mecca in the south, and Medina in the north. Al Haramain Rail project, a 444-kilometer intercity railway network. Other projects included the Riyadh Light-Rail Transit (LRT) and bus feeder route network, Mecca metro and bus feeder route network, Jeddah LRT and bus feeder route network, Al Medina LRT and bus feeder route network, North-South Railway line, East-West Railway line and The Gulf Cooperation Council rail project. These, among other ongoing projects, aim to increase the transport network in some major cities like Mecca and Medina.
The Saudi Arabia public transport company (SAPTCO) is the leading player spearheading changes in public transport. Although the company has been in operations for years providing urban and intercity transport services, they have been sleeping on their job. Thus, they failed to identify the increased demand for transportation. The company has had changes in its leadership structure, and with that, they have redefined their goals and objectives in an attempt to support and drive policy change in public transport (Elkosantini & Darmoul, 2013). The company is currently leading the course in the design and construction of a multi-dollar integrated transport infrastructure that will increase interconnectivity. Also, they are coordinating services that will increase the interconnectivity of different transport modes. The company aims to change public transport culture through formal and informal means by using short and long-term strategies to increase the number of public transport users.
Hatwar & Gajghate (2014) observed that investments in public transport ensure the development of liveable and accessible cities, however, the public transport is affected by economic, social, and regulatory factors, which have decreased its popularity. In Saudi Arabia, there is a high preference for privacy, especially for women. This makes public transport unpopular because of shared rides. Also, most people in the country are unaware of the benefits of using public transport. The public transport sector is not attractive, which deters potential investors. Citizens of Saudi Arabia have easy accessibility to car ownership, considering their income, particularly, the oil boom of the 1970s. Also, the government scared away the subsidy awarded to the public transport sector (Aljoufie, 2014). Concerning regulations, the country does not have efficient policies and regulations to control the shift in demand between the private and public modes of communication. Also, the government has failed to include the physical requirements of public transport in initial land-use plans.
Conclusion
The government of Saudi Arabia has for years neglected the public transport sector. They have awarded a private company SAPTCO the right to control the public transport sector in the country. The government has also failed to implement and fund projects that aim at increasing public transport despite increasing demand in public transportation. Public transportation in the country is not only affected by regulatory issues but also by social and economic issues causing significant effects (Al-Fouzan, 2012). An enabling environment must be created before the country can fully accommodate the use of public transport networks. An enabling environment is achieved through the creation of effective public transport infrastructure, enforcement of public transport legislations that regulate the demand shift, and the spread of a public transport culture among the citizens of Saudi Arabia. 


With the prospected new developments in the transport sector, it is believed that the new systems would present wider impacts on urban form, economics, environment, and culture (Weisbrod et al., 2014). It is argued that the investments in the public transport sector would lead to a range of impacts on Saudi cities’ forms such as increased residential and commercial property values. In comparison to Washington DC, it is believed that the rail projects and the integrated bus systems, would act as an appropriate approach to effectively plan Saudi’s cities towards ensuring efficiency in the public transport systems. 
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Appendices
Questions for Survey
1. Who is in charge of public transport in Saudi Arabia?
2. What changes and developments have been made in public transport in Saudi Arabia?
3. What factors influence the use of public transport in Saudi Arabia?
4. What role is played by the Government and regulatory agencies in improving public transport in Saudi Arabia?
5. What changes are expected to take place in the public transport sector of Saudi Arabia? 

