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Ideally, criminal punishment is purposed to serve as deterrence of future crimes, rehabilitate or incapacitate the criminal offenders and also serve as retribution for the crime committed (Bradley, 2003). However, it is essential to note that, normally, the choice regarding the type of criminal punishment largely depends on the severity of the crime committed and the number of victims involved. Even though various types of criminal punishments are available in the criminal justice system, I, however, think that retribution is a better option for armed criminals. It is imperative to understand that the main goal of retribution is to ensure that the punishment proffered is proportionate to the severity of the crimes committed. 
Shooting an individual as presented in the above case scenario may constitute an infringement on the rights of others and so deserves to punished severely. Arguably, the underlying argument behind this type of punishment is drawn from the biblical analogy of an eye for an eye focusing on balancing justice for past harm committed. Criminal punishment for any armed criminal who willfully causes harm to others should be particularly focused on making them pay for the wrongs they have done (Burke et al., 2019). In essence, retribution calls for a deserved type of punishment where the offenders receive sentences that fit the seriousness of the crimes they committed. Admittedly, from a utilitarian perspective, locking up a violent criminal for a lifetime presents greater benefits to the community since the community would continue to remain safe devoid of criminal activities. Additionally, proffering heavy punishments on such criminals may act as deterrence to similar crimes in future (Collica-Cox & Sullivan, 2017). It is argued that this significantly lowers the overall crime rates. 
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