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Vladimir Putin Response
From the articles it is evident that the intervention of Putin was critical is stopping the US from staging its planned attack on Syria. In America’s view, Syria had breached international law by using Chemical weapon (poisonous gas) to attack people in some parts of the country (Putin). For that reason, the American government found it worth to intervene into that situation. However, the international law created by the UN forbids any nation from engaging in the affairs of a foreign nation, unless given approval by the UN Security Council. Therefore, America, being a member of the UN, could not attack Syria without the approval of the UN. However, President Obama brought in the issue of exceptionalism to justify why the US should have been allowed to intervene in Syria. Obama had argued that “the United States’ policy is “what makes America different. It’s what makes us exceptional” (Putin). However, Putin was keen to nullify this privilege by explaining that “We are all different, but when we ask for the Lord’s blessings, we must not forget that God created us equal (Putin). By insisting on the fact that the US must observe the rule of international law, Putin was able to put enough wit in his argument. On the other hand, the fact that the US did not go through with the attack just shows how powerful international law is.
The fact that Putin urged the US to respect the law and stop the attack implies that he ought to do the same when in a similar situation. Essentially, Putin exemplified the supremacy of the law when he said that "The law is still the law, and we must follow it whether we like it or not" (Putin). At the same time, his strong denial of American exceptionalism was a proof of the fact that he believed everyone should be treated equally. However, when Russia has found itself in a similar situation, Putin has not really stood by his words.  According to Taylor, Russia did not seek the approval of the UN when deploying their troops in Ukraine. It seemed that Putin had reason enough to believe that Russia ought to be exempted from the law that he fiercely defended when America wanted to attack Syria. However, his claim that we are all equal implies that no one should be made exceptional regardless of the situation. If the US, the global superpower, did not breach the rule of international law; there is no reason why Russia and Putin should feel justified to do so. Thus, Putin’s response to the situation in Syria just shows how much of a hypocrite he is. If he were to stand by his words, he ought to have respected the law and sought the approval of the UN before attacking Ukraine, regardless of his reasons for doing so. 
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