	3.  Physical Environment 

The centre provides supportive and comfortable physical environments that promote holistic development in both children and educators. 


	Rationale
	Young children learn through play and hands-on experiences. When children are able to actively engage in exploring their environment they benefit from the learning it provides.  The attractiveness and organization of the physical space allow staff, children and parents to feel comfortable and encourages full participation by all.



	In addition to the Day Nurseries Act licensing requirements and the Health/Safety regulations the following, standards and criteria must be met:



	3.1 to 3.14

	Physical Environment 


	NA = NOT APPLICABLE 

CHANGE THE # OF EVIDENCE WHEN RATING WITH NA AND RECORD NA IN THE COMMENT BOX 

0 = NOT DEMONSTRATED OR NO

1 = RARELY 1-20% OF TIME OR INDIVIDUALS

2 = SELDOM 21-40% OF TIME OR INDIVIDUALS

3 = OCCASIONALLY 41-60% OF TIME OR INDIVIDUALS

4 = REGULARLY 61-80% OF TIME OR INDIVIDUALS

5 = CONSISTENTLY 81-100% OR YES

	Criteria

	Evidence
	Circle the appropriate rating
	Notes

	3.1


	The centre implements strategies to provide more space per child than DNA requirements.
	1. The centre incorporates strategies for creating enhanced use of space.  (e.g. utilizing park space or scheduling smaller groups of children to use the indoor or outdoor space at various times of the day or by using various spaces within the centre).

2. The centre incorporates strategies for creating enhanced indoor space (e.g. utilizing lofts or scheduling smaller groups of children using the indoor space at various times of the day).

3. The environment is adapted to create additional space for children who use mobility aids and adaptive equipment (e.g. walkers, wheelchairs, standing frames, etc). 

	NA      0       1      2      3      4      5
NA      0       1      2      3      4      5
NA      0       1      2      3      4      5
	

	                                                                                                                                                                          Total Points       divided by 3 =           
	This is your individual criteria rating


	3.1 to 3.14

	Physical Environment 


	NA = NOT APPLICABLE

CHANGE THE # OF EVIDENCE WHEN RATING WITH NA AND RECORD NA IN THE COMMENT BOX

0 = NOT DEMONSTRATED OR NO

1 = RARELY 1-20% OF TIME OR INDIVIDUALS

2 = SELDOM 21-40% OF TIME OR INDIVIDUALS

3 = OCCASIONALLY 41-60% OF TIME OR INDIVIDUALS

4 = REGULARLY 61-80% OF TIME OR INDIVIDUALS

5 = CONSISTENTLY 81-100% OR YES

	Criteria

	Evidence
	Circle the appropriate rating
	Notes

	3.2

	The centre's indoor/outdoor space is age appropriate and arranged so that children can engage in solitary, parallel and group play.
	1. Private space is available for children both indoors and outdoors situated away from noisy play areas and visual distractions.

2. Materials and space are appropriate for the age of the children and take into account individual needs and interests.

3. Space for active involvement reflects the developmental stages of the children and the group size. (e.g. two or more children can use the play space without bumping into each other).

	NA      0       1      2      3      4      5
NA      0       1      2      3      4      5
NA      0       1      2      3      4      5

	

	                                                                                                                                                                         Total Points       divided by 3 =           
	This is your individual criteria rating

	3.3
	The centre's indoor/outdoor learning areas are age appropriate and well defined.


	1. Furniture, materials, equipment, rugs, plants, fabrics, etc. are used to help define learning spaces indoors.

2. Materials, equipment, plants etc. are used to help define learning spaces outdoors.

3. Furniture, plants, fabrics etc. are used indoors to reduce distractions. 

4. Equipment/furniture, plants, fabric, topography, etc. are used to create clear pathways between areas and to exits.

5. Equipment, plants, topography, etc. are used outdoors to reduce distractions. 


	NA      0       1      2      3      4      5
NA      0       1      2      3      4      5
NA      0       1      2      3      4      5
NA      0       1      2      3      4      5
NA      0       1      2      3      4      5

	

	                                                                                                                                                                          Total Points       divided by 5 =           
	This is your individual criteria rating


	3.1 to 3.14

	Physical Environment 


	NA = NOT APPLICABLE

CHANGE THE # OF EVIDENCE WHEN RATING WITH NA AND RECORD NA IN THE COMMENT BOX

0 = NOT DEMONSTRATED OR NO

1 = RARELY 1-20% OF TIME OR INDIVIDUALS

2 = SELDOM 21-40% OF TIME OR INDIVIDUALS

3 = OCCASIONALLY 41-60% OF TIME OR INDIVIDUALS

4 = REGULARLY 61-80% OF TIME OR INDIVIDUALS

5 = CONSISTENTLY 81-100% OR YES

	Criteria

	Evidence
	Circle the appropriate rating
	Notes

	3.4
	The centre's equipment and play materials are adequate in number, organized, durable, clean, in good repair and easily accessible.


	1. Play materials are in sufficient numbers to accommodate the number of children in the program.  

2. Materials and toys are organized and located so that they can be easily accessed by the children.  

3. Materials and toys are inspected before children use them.    (e.g. Incomplete or damaged equipment and play materials are removed).     

4. There is a schedule for cleaning/maintaining the equipment.   


	NA      0       1      2      3      4      5
NA      0       1      2      3      4      5
NA      0       1      2      3      4      5
NA      0       1      2      3      4      5

	

	                                                                                                                                                                          Total Points       divided by 4 =           
	This is your individual criteria rating

	3.5
	The centre's materials and equipment are changed to keep pace with children's interests and development.


	1.  Materials in the environment are changed and enhanced as the interests of the children change.  (e.g. funds are available to update program supplies/equipment based on the input of the RECEs).    

2.  Materials are appropriate and accessible for the developmental stage and interest of the children in the program.  

3.  RECEs can easily access adequate storage space that contains additional equipment and materials. 


	NA      0       1      2      3      4      5
NA      0       1      2      3      4      5
NA      0       1      2      3      4      5

	

	                                                                                                                                                                          Total Points       divided by 3 =           
	This is your individual criteria rating


	3.1 to 3.14

	Physical Environment 


	NA = NOT APPLICABLE

CHANGE THE # OF EVIDENCE WHEN RATING WITH NA AND RECORD NA IN THE COMMENT BOX

0 = NOT DEMONSTRATED OR NO

1 = RARELY 1-20% OF TIME OR INDIVIDUALS

2 = SELDOM 21-40% OF TIME OR INDIVIDUALS

3 = OCCASIONALLY 41-60% OF TIME OR INDIVIDUALS

4 = REGULARLY 61-80% OF TIME OR INDIVIDUALS

5 = CONSISTENTLY 81-100% OR YES

	Criteria

	Evidence
	Circle the appropriate rating
	Notes

	3.6
	Each child has his or her own individually labeled storage space.


	1. The centre provides labelled, size and age appropriate space for each child to store personal belongings.

2. The location of the cubby allows for sufficient personal space while dressing/undressing with items easily accessible to promote self-help skills.


	NA      0       1      2      3      4      5
NA      0       1      2      3      4      5

	

	                                                                                                                                                                          Total Points       divided by 2 =           
	This is your individual criteria rating

	3.7
	Sound-absorbing materials are used to reduce excessive noise.


	1. Rugs, soft furniture, plants, fabrics, etc. are used to help reduce noise.

2. Where necessary and possible sound absorbing acoustic materials are used on the walls and/or ceilings.


	NA      0       1      2      3      4      5
NA      0       1      2      3      4      5

	

	                                                                                                                                                                          Total Points       divided by 2 =           
	This is your individual criteria rating

	3.8
	The lighting is suitable to the activity area.


	1. The window coverings allow for a variety of lighting conditions.

2. Clear but non-glaring light is available in all activity areas.

3. Natural and indirect light are used predominantly.


	NA      0       1      2      3      4      5
NA      0       1      2      3      4      5
NA      0       1      2      3      4      5

	

	                                                                                                                                                                          Total Points       divided by 3 =           
	This is your individual criteria rating


	3.1 to 3.14

	Physical Environment 


	NA = NOT APPLICABLE

CHANGE THE # OF EVIDENCE WHEN RATING WITH NA AND RECORD NA IN THE COMMENT BOX

0 = NOT DEMONSTRATED OR NO

1 = RARELY 1-20% OF TIME OR INDIVIDUALS

2 = SELDOM 21-40% OF TIME OR INDIVIDUALS

3 = OCCASIONALLY 41-60% OF TIME OR INDIVIDUALS

4 = REGULARLY 61-80% OF TIME OR INDIVIDUALS

5 = CONSISTENTLY 81-100% OR YES

	Criteria

	Evidence
	Circle the appropriate rating
	Notes

	3.9
	The centre's indoor and outdoor environments include a variety of surfaces and textures.   


	1. The outdoor play space contains a variation in topography, textures and surfaces (e.g. soil, grass, pavement, non-toxic plants, rocks, sand, etc).

2. The indoor play space contains a variety of surfaces.  

3. A variety of soft elements and textures are present in the indoor environment (e.g. rugs, cushions, couches, non-toxic plants, soft tumbling mats, soft chairs).

4. The outdoor environment includes a variety of non –toxic plants, shady areas, and open, private, high and low spaces.


	NA      0       1      2      3      4      5
NA      0       1      2      3      4      5
NA      0       1      2      3      4      5
NA      0       1      2      3      4      5

	

	                                                                                                                                                                          Total Points       divided by 4 =           
	This is your individual criteria rating

	3.10
	The centre's outdoor environment is designed to limit the invasiveness of streets and to protect the children.


	1. The outdoor space is protected from noise pollution, pedestrians and traffic fumes with the use of bushes, fences, etc.

2. The design of the outdoor space allows RECEs to scan play areas.


	NA      0       1      2      3      4      5
NA      0       1      2      3      4      5

	

	                                                                                                                                                                          Total Points       divided by 2 =           
	This is your individual criteria rating


	3.1 to 3.14

	Physical Environment 


	NA = NOT APPLICABLE

CHANGE THE # OF EVIDENCE WHEN RATING WITH NA AND RECORD NA IN THE COMMENT BOX

0 = NOT DEMONSTRATED OR NO

1 = RARELY 1-20% OF TIME OR INDIVIDUALS

2 = SELDOM 21-40% OF TIME OR INDIVIDUALS

3 = OCCASIONALLY 41-60% OF TIME OR INDIVIDUALS

4 = REGULARLY 61-80% OF TIME OR INDIVIDUALS

5 = CONSISTENTLY 81-100% OR YES

	Criteria

	Evidence
	Circle the appropriate rating
	Notes

	3.11
	An area to meet staff needs is provided. 

	1. The staff area is well maintained with comfortable adult-sized furniture which is in good repair.

2. The staff area is located away from the children.

3. The staff area is large enough and contains light, space and equipment (e.g. desk, storage, computer) that enables RECEs to do written work and program planning.

4. RECEs have an area where they can meet with colleagues, parents, etc.

5. Each staff member has a private and secure storage space.


	NA      0       1      2      3      4      5
NA      0       1      2      3      4      5
NA      0       1      2      3      4      5
NA      0       1      2      3      4      5
NA      0       1      2      3      4      5

	

	                                                                                                                                                                          Total Points       divided by 5 =           
	This is your individual criteria rating

	3.12
	The designated sleep room exceeds the DNA regarding the safety and the comfort of the children in the program.


	1. Ensure children are not wearing outdoor shoes on bed at sleep-time.
	NA      0       1      2      3      4      5
        
	

	                                                                                                                                                                          Total Points       divided by 1 =           
	This is your individual criteria rating

	3.13
	RECEs provide a soothing atmosphere during rest times.


	1. White noises such as music or fans are used to provide a soothing atmosphere.

2. RECEs make sure the children have access to what they need to feel at ease when it is time to nap (e.g. soft toys, blankets).

3. An area is available for a wakers program.


	NA      0       1      2      3      4      5
NA      0       1      2      3      4      5
NA      0       1      2      3      4      5

	

	                                                                                                                                                                          Total Points       divided by 3 =           
	This is your individual criteria rating


	3.1 to 3.14

	Physical Environment 


	NA = NOT APPLICABLE

CHANGE THE # OF EVIDENCE WHEN RATING WITH NA AND RECORD NA IN THE COMMENT BOX

0 = NOT DEMONSTRATED OR NO

1 = RARELY 1-20% OF TIME OR INDIVIDUALS

2 = SELDOM 21-40% OF TIME OR INDIVIDUALS

3 = OCCASIONALLY 41-60% OF TIME OR INDIVIDUALS

4 = REGULARLY 61-80% OF TIME OR INDIVIDUALS

5 = CONSISTENTLY 81-100% OR YES

	Criteria

	Evidence
	Circle the appropriate rating
	Notes

	3.14
	The centre’s toileting areas allow for age appropriate routines and privacy.


	1. Fixtures (e.g. toilets, sinks, paper towel holders) and adaptive equipment promote self-help skills, and allow for age appropriate privacy.

2. Toileting areas allow for independent access and are within view of the program area. 
3. There is an adequate and seasonal supply of children’s clothing available in each program.


	NA      0       1      2      3      4      5
NA      0       1      2      3      4      5
NA      0       1      2      3      4      5

	

	                                                                                                                                                                          Total Points       divided by 3 =           
	This is your individual criteria rating
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