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Question 1
Questionnaires
Advantages 
i. They are inexpensive 
ii. They are practical in the sense that they can be targeted to groups of one’s choosing and can be managed in various ways. 
iii. Easy analysis and visualization
iv. Large quantity of information can easily be gathered within a short time.
Disadvantages
i. Unanswered questions
ii. Dishonest answers
iii. Varying understanding and interpretation
iv. Hard to convey feelings and emotions
Qualitative Interviews
Advantages 
i. It provides flexibility to the interviewers
ii. The respondent’s non-verbal behavior can easily be judged by the interviewer
iii. Better response rate is achieved compared to mailed questions
iv. The place to conduct the interview can be decided by the interviewer
Disadvantages
i. Lack of accessibility to potential respondents since they can be scattered across an area, region, country or the world.
ii. Costly and time-consuming
iii. Provide less anonymity 
iv. Can cause biases
Observational Methods
Advantages
i. Greater accuracy since behavior is naturally being studied
ii. [bookmark: _GoBack]Independence of people’s willingness to report
iii. Cost effective and produces valid results
Disadvantages
i. Time consuming
ii. Legal action can easily be taken if ethics is not handled well
iii. They may lack deep and qualitative richness
Of the three data collection methods, observational methods would best fit my research. It usually very difficult for one to accept that he or she is stressed or anxious about anything especially among children who may sometimes fear disclosing their state of mind. Through observation I can easily study how anxiety and stress-related disorders during this COVID-19 pandemic has affected people. The ethical issues that I would consider include respecting privacy and the psychological wellbeing of the individuals being studied. 
Question 2
Inasmuch as everyone have been affected by the COVID-19 pandemic, the effects have been felt differently across different ethnicities and cultural backgrounds. Minority communities have been left more devastated compared to the other communities. Many of the minority communities are usually unable to afford basic needs, and the pandemic outbreak has worsened their situation, thus causing anxiety and stress among many of them. The other communities might have been affected, but at least they have been better positioned to manage themselves well, and probably they might have been stressed about other things. Thus, by having a diverse source of data, I would be in a better position of getting accurate and unbiased data. To achieve a diverse source of data, I would use the selective data gathering method to ensure the even representation of people from different races and ethnicities. A community-engaged research model will be essential in this research to ensure ethical issues are adhered to, and people are readily aware of what is going on. Through the engagement, I might know the problems affecting a certain community and how the pandemic has worsened the situation. The information will thus be critical in knowing how best to observe the people.
Question 3
Challenges in doing child psychology research that is sensitive to race, ethnicity, and culture include:
i. Ethical concerns
ii. Recruitment
iii. Attrition
Children always respond to various situations differently compared to adults and, in many instances, need the help of adults to make them comfortable. During this pandemic, areas that have been of strength in the psychology of children is their cognitive development. Medical studies have in the recent past indicated that today even newborn babies are aware of their environment and are interested in it even before they learn how to talk or express themselves. The pandemic has changed children's environment, and as such, this has somehow strengthened their cognitive development as far as intellectual learning and understanding the changes in the world around them is concerned. On the other hand, the weakest areas have been physical and emotional development. The pandemic have made life to be very difficult, and since the children have been able to comprehend what is happening around them, they have found themselves vulnerable to the impacts of the pandemic. As such, this has made many of them to be stressed, especially many whose relatives have contracted the virus. A better suggestion to strengthen these child psychology weaknesses would be to counsel them and assure them that all is well inasmuch as the disease is there, and they should not be worried about anything.

Question 4
The little interaction between child psychology researchers and policymakers in designing social policy to optimize the positive development of youth in the United States is due to their mode of gathering information. Child psychology researchers rely on information that they collect from the field, especially through observations. They get first-hand information that can easily be interpreted without any distortion and thus suggests policies that can effectively help in the development of the youths. On the other hand, the policymakers rely on second-hand information that, in many instances, is usually distorted and biased. Their further interpretation of the information also leads to further distortion since they may be inclined to favoring an ethnic group or race while caring less about the other races. The policymakers are politicians, and every day, they will always rally behind a policy that benefits them. Thus, even if the child psychology researchers present a good dossier on youth development, the policymakers will always distort it and eventually render it useless. Steps that can be taken to strengthen their interaction is just encouraging them to work together through highlighting the benefits of positive youth development. The society also needs to support the researchers' efforts by talking to their representatives, organizing forums, and inviting policymakers.
Question 5
The primary criticisms that Schmidt and others offer concerning the current paradigm of statistical significance testing is that it has severe deficiencies. They point out that the reliance on significant testing retards the development of cumulative knowledge. According to Schmidt, knowledge is an accumulation of various information by an individual over a period. Thus, it is not something that one can carry out over a specific time; it is progressive, but it has a time limit with regard to statistical significance testing. This whole aspect negates the entire idea of cumulative knowledge. As such, meta-analysis is suggested as the correct remedy to address these shortcomings. Meta-analysis corrects the shortcomings by replacing the point estimates and confidence intervals in individual studies. Meta-analysis has been considered critical in the future progress of cumulative knowledge in psychological research, and thus, much emphasis should be emphasized on its adoption by researchers.
