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1. You're interested in studying the relationship between marital conflict and religious commitment in America: create a hypothesis that identifies an independent and dependent variable. 
Hypothesis: religious commitment in America significantly reduces marital conflict.
Religious commitment is the independent variable and marital conflict is the dependent variable.
The sampling method to use would be purposive sampling, a nonprobability sampling method. Since the study is evaluating effect of religion in marital conflicts, all participants in the study will have to be married and their residence would have to be in the United States. Purposive sampling allows for the intentional selection of participants of a study based on their ability to elucidate the phenomenon, concept, or theme under study (Adler & Clark, 2014). Probability sampling methods would not be realistic in this study because they could lead to the selection of participants who are not married thus going out of the study’s scope.
2. It is May of 2020 and you want to study how a nursing home is experiencing the pandemic, although as a graduate student, you have a limited budget. What type of study design would you use and why? Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of using the study design you chose. 
[bookmark: _GoBack] The appropriate study design to use in this scenario would be a case study design. One can pick a few nursing homes and assess how the pandemic has affected them. This is not only cost effective but makes use of unmodulated data to support a hypothesis. This design helps in doing a detailed contextual analysis of the pandemic and its effects in nursing homes. Besides, the design allows the researcher to employ a variety of methodologies and use different sources to investigate the research problem. The case study design makes use of direct observations and show a clear path leading to the results hence making it easy to replicate the study. The cost of doing a study using this design is inexpensive with the only cost being during data collection and while the data review process requires minimal or no cost. However, the study design is subject to research bias; it is the researcher who gets to decide what is and what is not a fact. It requires small samples to be effective, thus reducing on the propensity for generalizability (USC Libraries, n.d.). Also, the design does not facilitate the evaluation of cause and effect relationships.
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