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Article 1:1.2
Question 1
First, oyster reefs are important in hazards mitigations. They serve as buffers against waves and coastal storms by forming natural breakwaters that help in protecting shorelines from soil erosions, thus creating calmer waters and support the growth of coastal seagrass beds. Another benefit of oyster reef to environment is water filtration, thus cleaning the estuaries and supporting the growth of other plants, which in turn yield to other benefits such as increased fish production and carbon storage. An adult oyster can clean up to fifty gallons of water daily. Lastly, they are source of shelter and food to various coastal species. Increased fish productions lead to availability of fish food to humans. They create economic value for fisheries.
Question 2
Overtime oyster reefs have largely declined in numbers due to numerous threats in marine ecosystem. Oyster reefs face the following threats; damage from ship traffic, overharvesting, disease and contamination.
Article 2:1.2.3
Question 1
Apalachicola bay provided 90% of the Florida’s oyster harvest. 
Question 2
Apalachicola provided ten percent to the Us’ oyster harvest. 
Question 3
When more water is drawn from the Apalachicola river, the salinity levels in the bay rises. Salinity means the amount of saltness dissolved in water body. Increased water salinity is not conducive for the growing oyster reefs. They survive in water with low salinity levels.  The shifts in temperatures affects an oyster’s salinity and the overall flavor. Salinity affects the production and growth of oyster reefs.
Part 3:1
Question 1
Shellfish are important to our environment and local communities because they provide various services such as ecosystem services like water filtration, carbon storage and nitrogen removal. Clams cleans water by filter feeding which improves water clarity because they reducing sediment loads and turbidity. The reading provides clear understanding of the benefits of shellfish to the environment and communities.



