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Questions on Becoming Modern
1. What do you think of when you think of the word "modern"?
When I think of the word ‘modern’ I think of freedom for individuals to do what they want, high technology, mass production of necessities of life such as food, variety of products from which to choose, and political freedom. When the word ‘modern’ is mentioned, I think of gender and partially racial equalities in comparison to several decades ago when women were not allowed to own anything and African Americans were slaves of the white man.
2. What are the characteristics of modern society according to the reading: Becoming Modern?
According to the reading, characteristics of modern society include:
· Capitalism, where individuals exchanged labor with an amount of money.
· Urban culture which followed mass migration from rural to urban centers. This culture involves disintegration of otherwise cohesive society.
· Technological advances led the need for innovation and production of cheaper products.
· Secularism where people abandoned conservative religious beliefs.
· Optimism led by the belief that change should happen for development to take place.
3. Was there anything that surprised you about your e-book's description of modern?
No. although the description of modern may vary among people, the same fundamental definitions remain universal mainly because they involve a shift in culture and technology.
4. What do you think makes this painting modern?
· There are visible representations of brush strokes
· The painting represents a radical subject: it shows men and women in a bar.
· Shows independence: a woman is drinking alone behind the two men
· Represents the modern urban society where everybody minded his or her own business.
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