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Connecting Theme through Quote
“He left his pistol today in his tiny cabin, where he gets his electricity from solar panels, and a generator” is the first text from the chapter on “Days of Devastation” to be addressed. Many events happened in the life of Larry Gibson, including the change of environment and lifestyle when his family moved; however, he still went back seeking his old life. The above quote describes the nature of Larry Gibson concerning the series of events that proceeded in his life. The author tries to bring out the theme of resilience (Hedges & Sacco, 2014). Initially, when Larry Gibson used to live in this same area with his family, there were no attacks from wild animals as it is the case now. More so, the environment was clean, and there were freshwater sources from the forest; however, after the interference by the coal industries in the mountains changed. Now they are attacked by animals, including bears, and other dangerous animals in the search for a better life once their habitats were destroyed. However, despite the existence of all these alterations, Larry Gibson went back to his home place, got himself a gun for protection from the attacks of the wild animals, and embraced the use of cleaner sources of energy including the use of solar panels as the source of electricity (Hedges & Sacco, 2014). Therefore, Larry Gibson embraced the new life in that part of the forest.
Resilience as a theme is evident in the last chapter, “Day of Theft,” which focuses on the events that led to the changes experienced in Pine Ridge, South Dakota (Hedges & Sacco, 2014). Due to factors such as racism against the Native Americans, the area of Pine Ridge turned from a usual locality to an alcohol-based area. Alcohol in Pine Ridge has led to the development of inhuman behavior whereby children are raped, commit suicide, and there is domestic abuse (Hedges & Sacco, 2014). Despite the occurrence of all these negative and harmful practices, there are still women willing to stay in the town while they adjust to the new normal. For example, as indicated in the chapter, Verlyn Long Wolf, a sixty-two-year-old, has witnessed the aftermath of alcoholism since she was young; however, she still lives in the locality adjusting to the changes. 
“They do what they want, and then they go fight it in court because they got the money and the attorneys and the time to do it” is the second quote identified from chapter “Days of Devastation” (Hedges & Sacco, 2014). The author argues about power and how power is expressed in this situation of coal industries. According to the text, the coal mining industries carry out procedures at their own will in the area where Larry Gibson lives since they possess power (Hedges & Sacco, 2014). In this case, power is expressed through the coal mining industries encroaching on private land without the authority to, to the extent of leveling the cemetery grounds of the locals. Therefore, since the locals have no power to go to court to fight for their lands, the coal industries take advantage since they have the financial ability to go to court and hire attorneys on their behalf. Besides, the locals around these coal mining sites are left with no other choice other than to allow the industries to grab their fields for mining.
The locality of Pine Ridge, as described in the last chapter “Day of Theft,” has continually been oppressed by the White capitalists, which has led to the hopelessness of the Natives living in this area (Hedges & Sacco, 2014). Power in this context is apparent since these Whites have the ability to manipulate the residents of Pine Ridge; however, they want. For example, the genocide they facilitated in this area since they have power. Additionally, the dwellers in Pine Ridge were separated from their children as they were forced to go to the introduced boarding schools. However, irrespective of these happenings, the Natives had no power to reject any of the implemented proposals, including boarding schools. Besides, the Whites controlled the Indian Natives to the extent of not practicing their cultural customs or even speak their local language since they had power (Hedges & Sacco, 2014).
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