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First Quote 
“Contemporary racism is viewed as an expression of the original sin, that is, as a remnant of previous racial situations.” 
One of the comments prompted by this quote pertains to how slavery led to racism in the United States. Slavery to a large extend contributed to racism that is so ingrained in contemporary American society. With slave trade, where Africans were shipped from their countries to Europe to offer cheap labor in European industries, racism became rigidly defined in custom and law. Some thinkers in this age in time noted that the whites intrigued, frightened, and repelled by the color of African’s skin. Therefore, they associated the black people with so many negativities in society. They viewed them as inferior perhaps because their skin color was different from their own. Moreover, they were considered them poor people living in low status of the community. Moreover, the whites believed that they were responsible for the civilization of many Africans since any of them would come to Europe get educated, learn about Christianity and therefore live like the white people. Essentially, racism in the contemporary society is largely due to slavery that existed thousands of years ago. It made the whites view Africans as inferior human beings who deserved to live in impoverished conditions just like slaves.
This leads to another comment prompted by this quote, that is, how the effects of slavery are relevant in society today. Because Africans were viewed as inferior people in society, they did not deserve to live in the same neighborhood with the whites. Today, the practice is still visible in society where black people commonly live in “ghettos” while the whites live in good conditions in society. Blacks in ghettos live in impoverished conditions lacking access to social amenities like good schools, hospitals and supply of food. Second, whites viewed Africans as uncivilized people and hence did not deserve to be treated equally with them. Therefore, institutional racism was born out of this argument. Many black people were denied access to get quality education and become productive members of society. In contemporary society, many blacks still feel the effects of institutional racism as a result of sins in slavery period. There is discrimination in terms of allocation of jobs, the quality of treatment one gets, the type of school one attends, and so many other sectors. Generally, thousands of years down the line, racism is still prevalent in many parts of the world, with black people suffering the most.   
Quote Two 
“…the proscription through legislative and judicial means of overt forms of racial segregation and discrimination, created a new social space for blacks and other minorities in the United States.”
One of the comments prompted by this quote pertains to how African Americans have tried for a long time to address their concerns regarding racism. One of the ways has been through Civil Rights Movements. These movements started back in the Reconstruction period in 1960s in America and are still relevant now, although not so vocal as it was back then. People like Martin Luther King Jr. and Malcolm X were very vocal in activism and helped to change the way of living to the better for many African Americans. Today, many African Americans continue to champion for their rights through groups like the Black Lives Matter Movement (BLM) and other platforms such as sports. Racism has reduced quite significantly today with the efforts put in by such groups.  
Another comment prompted by this quote is how people can help reduce racism today. Racism starts with an individual and how the society is shaped. Today, social media has revolutionized the world and people take advantage of these platforms to perpetrate racist behaviors. Therefore, social media platforms should impose strict measures to ensure people don’t misuse the internet to embrace racism. Moreover, people should be educated on the dangers of racism. Imagine someone deep in an American village who does not know anything about racism. If he/she is not taught about equality, it is likely that the generation to come will still not be aware of this issue. It is upon the society to embrace equality. Every person is equal and therefore deserves not to be treated separately just because of the color of skin.   

