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The Invention of Railroads
The topic that I have selected is the invention of railroads in America. My choosing of the topic is largely anchored on the benefits that the railroads brought to America during the 1800s and the little miss-happenings. During the nineteenth century, the mode of transport mainly used ships to help move from continent to continent and horses, carts, and canals in the exploration of continents (Salsbury, 2019).  Even though these modes of transport were believed to be efficient and effective, the advent of railroads revolutionized everything as far as the movement of essential commodities was concerned and opening up America for business is concerned. 
The railroad in America became a symbol of both progress and peril during its advent thanks to its spurring of rapid and far-reaching changes in the nineteenth century. Railroads played a crucial role in early American history because they sparked the industrial revolution at a reasonable time, a time when America had just come out victorious in a civil war (Link and Maggor, 2020). The civil war ravaged the country's economics, thus creating the need to start afresh to build the economy. The railroads made sure that building the economy would not be an uphill task as it were before. New technologies such as machine-building and iron and steel production advanced to meet the demands of railroad growth. New markets were also created thanks to railroad's cheaper and faster freight delivery. Besides economic prowess, the railroads also spurred economic and political changes in America. Politicians could easily crisscross the country, and people could easily cover long distances; distant towns and cities were linked together (Boustan et al., 2018). These interlinks resulted in Americans from different parts of the country getting to know each other, thus identifying themselves as a whole nation, not merely a single state. Through the railroads, people from different parts of America could read the same news and buy the same products. The concept of time and distance would later take new meanings that forced America to adopt its first national time zones.
Since railroads paved the way for exponential growth in the population and economy of the west and the nation, they also significantly harmed many individuals. The railroad opened America and saw an insurgence of primarily farmers and ranchers settling on the Great Plains, displacing the Native Americans who did not quickly abandon their lands to the intruders. War ensued, and many people lost their lives in the process (Tomich, 2017). Besides the displacement of Native Americans, the railroad also brought about hunters who killed many wild animals for sports and profit. These groups of people, the soldiers, the farmers and ranchers, and the buffalo hunters alongside entrepreneurs who came to develop lumber and mineral resources of the west spelled destructions for the Indian's lands and way of life. There was also the aspect of mistreating the working men and women who were crucial to the development of the railroads and the new industrial system. Their wages did not reciprocate their hard work and sheer strength of working. Averagely, they worked 12 hours instead of 8 hours a day, six days a week, and sometimes it would even work for 16 to 20 hours without rest, and the wage would still be $2.50 a day (Thompson, 2018). The low pay and unfavorable working conditions later spurred a rebellion from both the workers and the public, resulting in more than one hundred people and thousands injured. 
 This topic on railroads represents a vital aspect of American history as far as development is concerned. America is today the world's superpower country thanks to its economic prowess, among other elements. The economic growth and maturation that brought America to the world are a result of the railroad. When discussing the history of economic growth and development in America in the nineteenth century, one can never miss mentioning railroads. 


References
Boustan, L., Bunten, D., and Hearey, O. (2018). Urbanization in American economic history, 1800–2000. The Oxford Handbook of American Economic History, vol. 2, 75.
Link, S., and Maggor, N. (2020). The United States as a developing nation: Revisiting the peculiarities of American history. Past & Present, 246(1), 269-306.
Salsbury, S. (2019). The emergence of an early large-scale technical system: The American railroad network. In The Development of large technological systems, pp. 37-68. Routledge.
Thompson, L. (2018). Building the transcontinental railroad. Carson-Dellosa Publishing.
Tomich, D. (2017). The “Second Slavery”: Bonded Labor and the Transformation of the Nineteenth-Century World Economy. In Critical Readings on Global Slavery, pp. 1326-1349.

