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                College of Doctoral Studies

RES-820 Reading Research Assignment Instructions

View the video: RES-820 Reading Research before beginning this assignment. A transcript of the video is available in Appendix A, below.

NOTE: Do not read the assigned articles for this topic until after you read these instructions completely.
Engage with this critical reading strategy by completing the tasks for all four parts of this assignment. Your work should be saved as a single document for submission.

Part 1 – Identifying Relevant Literary Artifacts by Reading an Abstract
Generally, students start reading an article at the beginning and read it straight through to the end. Reading in a linear fashion is not the most efficient approach to evaluate academic literature. Researchers take a more strategic approach in order to quickly sort articles and identify what sources are relevant to their project.
Read only the abstract of each of the five articles in the Study Materials for this topic. Using only the information from the abstract, choose the one article that is most relevant to your program and emphasis area. Address the following based solely on what you read in the abstract. Type your answers in this document to submit for grading. Save your document as a Word document with the file namein this format: LastName.FirstName.RES820.ReadingResearch
References
Barnett, D. E. (2019). Full-Range Leadership as a Predictor of Extra Effort in Online Higher Education: The Mediating Effect of Job Satisfaction. Journal of Leadership Education, 18(1), 86–101.

The problem being addressed in the study is how are universities developing adjunct faculty and if this development has correlation to job satisfaction and/ or adjunct faculty going the extra mile to support their students. 

The author identities that there has not been much research or investigation into the duality of online adjunct faculty as it relates to motivation, job satisfaction, and leadership style. Online spaces are becoming increasingly more common in the United States



1. Describe how the abstract influences a researcher’s decision to delve deeper into the article.
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Part 2 – Reading Strategically to Improve Efficiency
Read the entirety of the article you selected in the order listed below. Take notes on the sections as you go being certain to answer the questions before moving on to read the next section. Include your notes and answers to the questions in this document for submission.
1. Findings and Conclusions: What are the main findings from the topic? Why are they important? How does reading the conclusion first help a researcher determine if a source is relevant enough to continue to read?
1. Methodology: What is the methodology (quantitative, qualitative, mixed methods)? Who/what comprised the population? What was the sample size? How was the sample determined? How did the researcher(s) collect data (instruments, surveys, interviews, etc.)? How does reading the methodology section help a researcher better understand the context for the study?
1. Literature Review: How does the literature review provide a logical discussion of the background of the problem being investigated? Did the author(s) do a good job of explaining the context you need to understand the problem being addressed? Explain. What seems to be the purpose of the literature review section of a study?
1. Introduction: How did the author(s) create an argument for why the study needed to be completed? What were the issues that led the author to investigate this problem? 
1. Discussion: How do the author(s) address their research questions? Why might a researcher read this section last?
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Part 3 – Gathering Additional Resources
When researchers read academic literature, they have "a thumb on the back page." That is, they keep the reference section readily accessible while reading the article. This technique allows them to investigate the reference page of the study while reading the article. This is one way of gathering additional resources that could be used for their own research projects. 
Complete the following steps for this part of the assignment and include your answers in this document for submission.
1. Return to the article you selected and find a source cited in the literature review. Then, find the corresponding reference on the reference page. Copy the full APA reference for the source to your document for submission.
2. Look up the article title in the GCU Library. Was the article available to read? 
3. Look up the title in Google Scholar (scholar.google.com). Is the article available? Using Google Scholar, find two articles that cited this source. If the article is not available, identify two alternatives provided by Google Scholar.
4. How does this technique help you understand that the research process is ongoing? How does this technique help you to locate more current literature?

Part 4 – Reflection  
Write a reflection (250-500 words) about your interaction with the reading strategy presented in this assignment. Address the following items and your reflection in this document for submission:
1. How is this approach different from your current reading strategy? 
2. How was it uncomfortable? 
3. How can you begin to incorporate into your practice? 
4. Why is it important to read literature in this fashion? 
5. Was there a moment when you had enough information about the article to stop reading and move on to another article?
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