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What is RICO?
RICO means "Racketeering Influenced and Corrupt Organization Act" (Rakoff, 2013). It is a law that was put in place in 1970 and it represents ideas that are meant to prevent and control crimes that are carried out in an organized manner. For instance, at first stages of the federal laws, it was geared towards combatting and controlling the mafia. For an individual to or rather an offender to be qualified for RICO and be charged, the person must have violated at least two of thirty-five statutes within ten years and that the violations must be related in some way.
What is the purpose of RICO?
The purpose of RICO is to hit the pockets of any organized criminals through making sure that legitimate businesses are not used by organized criminals as cover to lauder illegitimate gained funds. At first, during the inception of RICO it was supposed to bring down Mafia which was an organized criminal gang in the 1970s (Batista, 2008). Additionally, it also deals with civil claims; this means that if an individual or a group of people feel that they have been maltreated as a result of racketeering are in a position to file a civil lawsuit which can end up resulting in even more financial penalties. However, since the time of Mafia the interpretation of the law has gone through a revolution that has made it possible for RICO to be applied to a number of other kinds of organizations. It has led to a change of perception of RICO being seen as a way of strictly going after organizations that were mainly put up for criminal purposes, it is now seen in such a way that it is put up to punish those who involve themselves in a pattern of wrongdoing as a partner of a criminal enterprise. 
Under RICO, the assets of a person who has been suspected of having violated RICO, the assets of that particular person or group of individuals are frozen so that they can be prevented from hiding some of their profits until the case is resolved. If a person or an organization are found guilty of RICO, they can be sentenced up to twenty years behind the bars on each count of racketeering, besides with a forfeiture of all the racketeering-related assets and not excluding those that are associated with a legitimate business. In addition, the court of law may also impose financial damages (Batista, 2008). Normally, RICO was and is still designed in such a way that it hits the pockets of criminals who carry out criminal acts in an organized way. 
What must a prosecutor prove in order to obtain a RICO conviction? Give examples of the types of "predicate acts" which are subject to RICO.
A prosecutor must prove the following in order to obtain a RICO conviction:
That an enterprise exists or existed.
The defendant was or is linked to the enterprise mentioned above.
The offender knowingly agreed to take part in the conduct of the enterprise.
The activities of the above enterprise affected interstate commerce (Scheb, 2009).
And lastly that the offender and at least one other member of the enterprise/conspirator agreed that either one of them would commit at least two acts of racketeering in prolongation of the enterprise.
For instance, a person who commits rape and murder in such a way that they can both be linked to organized crime in some way. RICO charges are known to rely on proving a pattern of behavior which makes them generally easy to show in a court of law. Thus, it can be easy to link behaviors that might be in some way connected to the occurrence of both rape and murder.
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