Reading Questions – “White Privilege”, Peggy McIntosh

Answer the questions in your own words, explaining the text and its ideas. Answer as well as you can, based on your own reading! Your answers to the five questions should total about 250-300 words. Upload your answers to the Assignments section of LEA/Omnivox.

1. How is it that men avoid seeing male privilege, and whites avoid seeing white privilege? (p. 78)
2. What does McIntosh mean when she says that white privilege is an “invisible knapsack”? With what other factors is it “intricately entwined”? (p. 78-79)
3. How is privilege related to “meritocracy”? What “pattern” does McIntosh see running through the matrix of white privilege? (p. 81)
4. Explain McIntosh’s distinction between “earned strength and unearned power”. How do most men react to the idea of male privilege? (p. 82)
5.  How does McIntosh suggest we change systems of dominance and oppression? (p. 82-83)

