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Relationship between Culture and Religion along  the Silk Road
 According to Foltz (1999), Silk Road was a trade route that stretched from the Mediterranean to East Asia. Between the second century and the fifth century AD, varied cultures were exchanged along this historical road. A  mixture of cultures from China, Rome, India, Persia and Greece were traded along this renowned route forming a cultural bridge between  Europe and Asia. Amongst the cultures was religion. During this period, religious beliefs were changed amongst the people through interactions, and alternatively, the introduced religious beliefs changed cultures that existed amongst the communities. 
To start with, the interactions through trade led to radical changes in the cultural, religious practices of the people who lived on the stretch of the Silk Road (Foltz 1999). The route formed several trails that enabled the spread of various doctrines in different parts of Europe and Asia for the past 2000 years. At the beginning of the 1st century, the silk road inhabitants had very different religious beliefs compared to the subsequent centuries during the 2nd century BCE(a period when China had defeated Xiongnu confederation). In Central Asia, Buddhism as a religion was widely practised. At this time, it had not spread widely in East Asia and 	China. Beliefs that were far distance were Daoism, Islam and Christianity. In the early decades, the inhabitants practised many religious doctrines (Foltz 1999). The middle east people worshipped the goddess and gods of the Greco-Roman pantheon while others practised the Egyptian cult of Osiris and Isis. The Jewish merchants had also established worshipping centres along the route. At this time, the rulers worshipped ancestors in the ancestral temples where commoners joined them in the worship of mountains and rivers, earthly deities and so on.
Merchants built worshipping places to continue worshipping their deities way from their homelands. One of the religions that spread due to the route is Buddhism (Foltz 1999). The religion originated from North-Eastern parts of  India. The ritual had already gained momentum in Afghanistan and Pakistan by the beginning of then1st century. The Buddhist Merchants from these regions constructed temples everywhere they went along the silk road where the monks preached to the passing travellers and the local populations(Foltz 1999). Buddhist`s message was that life on earth was temporal and full of suffering, but Buddhism faith and practice could end the pain. This message appealed to many people hence, the religion widely spread across different languages and ethnics with ease. In the middle of the 1st century, Buddhism was officially recognized by China`s imperial court, where temples were built. Buddhist missionaries from Central Asia started translating texts into Chinese. By the 6th century, the religion had spread as far as Japan and Korea. In the century of 50 CE, In the western parts, Christianity was transforming itself where it thrived replacing classical paganism. 
Christianity that spread along the Silk Road was referred to as Nestorianism.A religion that got its name based on the ideas of Nestorius. This was in the 5th  Century. The belief scattered to Persia, China and India accompanied by the Syriac language. By this time, the silk road had many Nestorian churches. At this time (the 3rd century), Manichaeism, as a religion had started gaining roots.The religion was manifested by a prophet called Mani (a Persian). He came from the Zoroastrian tradition, and he blended the doctrines of  Buddhism, Zoroastrianism and Hinduism in his teachings (Foltz 1999). Manichaeism put much emphasis on the struggle between good and evil and offered salvation to the chosen few.
Another religion that found its way was Islam. The Sufis along the Silk Road are among the people who got hold on Islam. The devotees had to commit themselves to a life defined with spirituality and the spread of unity. Muslim traditions and thoughts have grown along the Silk Road. They include science and philosophy and also the arts. Presently, around 559 million Muslims are in Asia.
The spread of religion was accompanied by the range of culture (Foltz 1999). For instance, Chinese technologies were introduced westward through the Silk Road. Some the cultures included papermaking, gunpowder, printing and the use of the compass. Other customs include silk spinning and silkworm breeding. The Silk Road also received the art of making glass that originated from the Mediterranean and spread to central Asia and Iran. The papermaking skills that were introduced by the Chinese craftsmen replaced the use of papyrus and parchment that were being used at that time. The fusion of people from different backgrounds led to the introduction of various architectural designs along the Silk Road hence influencing the regions town planning and the general structural outlook. In central Asia, many architectural styles from different counties can be witnessed. They include the mosques in Turkestan, the Timurids tombs, Ak-Sarai palace and so on. They were built by Asian architects in collaboration with masters from Iran, Armenia, Iraq, India, Syria, Azerbaijan and Georgia. Apart from architecture, other cultures spread along the Silk Road. They include music, dances, and theatre performances. In China, the music of Turkestan and central Asia is popular. The cultural theatre performances of China are primarily influenced by the works of the Iranian and the Turkic actors. Numerous materials found along the Silk Road are enough proof to testify the intercultural fission .they includes the steppe, the collections of actors in masks, musical groups on camels on so on. 
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