Summary of Assignment: Consider the definitions provided by Dr. Wheeler for these two types of poems – an Epic and an Elegy.  In his description of each type, Dr. Wheeler provides a series of common qualities found in each poem (for example, an epic is a long, narrative about a serious subject). Select one or more of these qualities and determine if Beowulf exemplifies that quality – and from there, make an argument about the genre of Beowulf.
Audience: Assume that your audience is a reader who is familiar with the poem, but may need context clues to help understand which section of the poem you are explaining. Address this audience with an academic (rather than informal) voice.
Thesis: Your thesis should posit a clear argument about the genre of Beowulf.  Keep in mind that your argument can be complex.  Here are a few possible examples:
· While in Beowulf,  “the hero's success or failure… determine[s] the fate of that people or nation,” this poem is not an epic because it is relatively short. 
· The inclusion of supernatural beings and superhuman feats of strength help define Beowulf as an epic.  
Use of Evidence: This assignment relies heavily on evidence from the poem and from the definitions.  When using evidence from the poem, be careful to identify characters and details, as well as the line numbers.  When presenting evidence from the definitions, make sure that you provide appropriate citation as needed.
You will need to use direct quotes from the poem and the article.  Consider providing an explanation of each quote which relates that quote back to your main ideas.
Use of MLA: Your assignment should be formatted using MLA style.  MLA style has just been updated.  I'll be posting an announcement or two about these changes this week.  For this particular assignment, please use the following essay  formatting guidelines: https://style.mla.org/formatting-papers/
Grammar / Correctness: Your writing should be formal and clear, and your assignment should contain few errors.  Because this article is summarizing someone else’s ideas and not presenting your own ideas, you should avoid using “I.”  Remember that the voice should be academic - choose more formal language, avoiding contractions and colloquialisms.  Please specifically review the information about clarity covered in class.
Grading:
0 points: Student did NOT turn in the assignment, or the assignment did NOT meet the following criteria:
1)Provided a thesis that addressed the prompt
2)Uses evidence and clearly demonstrates the source of the evidence.
3)Uses at least one direct quote.
4)Use MLA style formatting as described in class
5)Use MLA in-text citation and provide an MLA works-cited list
6) Meet standard level of “readability”

50 points: The assignment meets the following criteria:
1)Provided a thesis that addressed the prompt
2)Uses evidence and clearly demonstrates the source of the evidence.
3)Uses at least one direct quote.
4)Use MLA style formatting as described in class
5) Use MLA in-text citation and provide an MLA works-cited list
6)Meet standard level of “readability”

60 points: The assignment meets all of the 50 point criteria and 
1)Is error free or nearly error free of proof-reading errors, spelling errors, run-ons and fragments 
2)Demonstrates Academic Voice
3) Provide a precise and clearly supported thesis, using quotes and paraphrasing from Beowulf as evidence.  
4) Quotes are correctly formatted and cited

