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Rembrandt Harmenszoon van Rijn ArtWork
Art refers to expressing emotions and ideas by creating a two-dimensional visual language with aesthetic qualities. Through art, the past, present, and the future of the world's appearance can be explained through visual representations of people, their environment, and events. Artwork and painting are important in the modern world because it creates an archive for the future generation to refer to. Today, we can refer to the artistic works of famous artists and painters like Leonardo Da Vinci, Johannes Verma, and Michelangelo, among other great painters. In this essay, I will discuss the life and artistic work of a Dutch painter and printmaker, Rembrandt Harmenszoon van Rijn. The discussion will also entail the criticism that some of his great paintings received and the work he is most remembered for in the history of Art and Design.
Rembrandt Harmenszoon van Rijn as stated earlier, is a famous Dutch artist who lived in the 1600s. He was born in Leiden in July 1606 and died in Amsterdam on October 1669 Holland. He developed an interest in painting at his young age through Italian painters like Pieter Lastman, Utrecht Caravaggisti, and Flemish Baroque (Schwartz, Gary, and Rembrandt, 1985). As a successful painter and artist, Rembrandt is remarkably known across Holland for his prolific masterpiece in three media drawings with various subjects and styles. Most of Rembrandt's Artwork depicted the magnificent Dutch landscapes, historical scenes, and famous Biblical and theological themes. Besides being a craftsman, he was also an art collector and a dealer. Through his art collection, he gave Holland its artistic wealth and cultural achievements and the Dutch Golden Age of Historical ideology. According to Mitchell Emile (1903), some of the best and famous pieces of an art gallery of Rembrandt include, 
· His self-portrait (painted in 1659 and currently in the National Gallery of Art, Washington)
· Portrait of Saskia van Uylenburgh-1635
· The Storm on the sea of Galilee 1633
· The Abduction of Europa- 1632
· The Anatomy Lesson of Dr. Nicholas Tulip
· The Hundred Guilder Print (1647-1649 and currently in the National Museum of Western Art, Japan) et Cetra
Over 350 years since his death, Rembrandt is still recognized by many for his Artwork. His work speaks emotionally and psychologically to its viewers in most of today’s artists (Schama, 1999.   He one of the most important artists in the history of art and design, having painted over three hundred prints that have captured and explored the various narrations, techniques, and emotional aspects of art. Rembrandt treated his artistic work with creativity and independence, pushing drawing and paint making to all directions. The main goal was technical perfection in archiving, accompanied by a composition of accurately and well-executed imagery that depicted human forms. In research done by (Westermann 2011), Rembrandt is quite significant in the emergence of modern painting. The Netherlands gained its modern painting tradition from the skillful paints and artifact collection of Rembrandts. The collection of Rembrandt artifacts and his drawings are distributed across major museums of the world, and all depict significant and meaningful historical and theological essence of human existence. Presently, these artistic paintings represent a full spherical integration of Dutch ethics and learning forms. The art lovers draw their significant discoveries from the 1600s Rembrandts inventions of different genres of art. Finally, great painters like Frank Auerbach (British), Anselm Keifer,  Francis Bacon, Glen Brown, and Hendrik Kerstens were influenced by Rembrandt's work. 
Among his work, the Dutch painter Rembrandt is the Anatomy Lesson of Dr. Nicolaes Tulip of 1632 (Image below). The original painting is currently in the Mauritius National Royal Picture Gallery (the Hague, Holland). 
[image: ]
According to (Frank et al., 2006), Rembrandts Anatomy Lesson of Dr. Nicoleas Tulip is a masterpiece. The artworks show an anatomical dissection of the hand of a dead criminal who had just been executed. The above image shows seven doctors in Amsterdam in an anatomy lesson. The teacher, Dr. Tulips, explains the dynamics of the human skeletal and muscular structures and how they work within the human forearm. This image contains all the elements and important techniques used in the representation of an artistic painting.  The characteristics of art, such as shape, colors, lines, tone, and texture, have been properly used to explain the image's sensation and meaning. The corpse is the center of the image and the focal point of the doctors’ attention following the bright coloration used on it. The doctors' faces and heads are also brightly colored to clearly show their facial expressions and different awareness degrees. The beginning of the corpse and the costume of the doctors are painted dark. This imaging style of light and shadow produces the image's pictorial intensity and makes it a sculptural solid. The theme presented by art is death and its connection to a criminal life.
Furthermore, the piece of life, science, and knowledge are also evident in the image. The Tulip was a religious-medical tradition of the Dutch, and it was considered supreme mobile tool bequeathed by God on the humans. Therefore, the anatomy lesson was a pathway to Godly knowledge since man was a creation of God (Ijpma et al., 2008). 
Though most of Rembrandt’s works are still recognized over Holland and some other parts of the world, it has also received criticism. Many Dutch prefer to stare and glare at a pictorial representation of content rather than reading an essay. A book by 'Rembrandt and his Critics' Slive (2013) explains people's view about Rembrandt's work, and their response provides criticisms. For instance, a great Dutch cultural historian J. Huizinga views Rembrandt's career as a nominalist who is only engaged in silent and skeptical contemplation. His pictures are merely a way of self-expression contrary to their words. The research further adds that most of the paintings of the 17th C were inarticulate in their representations. Huygens also pointed out that Rembrandts paintings had Italian style and did not satisfactorily represent the Dutch culture and historical events. 
Art and design present modern photography's origin; the only difference is the technology employed in lensing cameras. The use of pen, paper, and paint has given the art and design industry a great name in society. Drawing and painting are like photocopying an image from someone's mind onto a paper. These skills have given the world plenty of historical artifacts to look at. Rembrandt, among many other artists like Leonardo da Vinci, is well known for his contribution. They contributed to the invention of modern painting designs. Though he received plenty of criticism about some of his paintings and artifacts, Rembrandt will live forever among the Ditch community for his mind-blowing and creative pictures that represent all aspects of traditional human lifestyle, culture, and behavior. 
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