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Dialogue Response
“Every day Theology in Cultural Context: Forgiveness and Grace,” is a research study done by Kaye Cook, AdilaDeSouza, Caleb Chang, Carta Crossett, Grace Chiou, and Sara Lepine. The researchers sought to understand the ideological differences among people with different religious and cultural backgrounds on the concept of forgiveness and grace (Kaye, Cook, Sarah & Chang, 1995). To do this, the researchers used a sample from students of Gordon College (Massachusetts). The sample consisted of students from two subcultures: Brazilian-Americans and Chinese-Americans. They chose these subcultures as populations for the study because they have distinct cultural differences and are among the highest number of immigrants in the United States of America (US). The control group for the study consisted of students from America. The study used discussions and survey responses to collect data from the population under study, which constitutes a mixed methods research design. 
Also, the researcher used four measures of forgiveness and one measure of grace. The measures of forgiveness were Self Forgiveness Scale (SFS), Decision to Forgive (DTFS), Transgression-Related Interpersonal Motivations Inventory (TRIM), Trait Forgiveness Scale (TFS). The measure of grace was the Richmont Grace Scale. The findings of this research study were contradictory to the results of researches previously done in the same area. The researchers found that the Chinese-American students had a lower tendency to forgive others than the students from other cultures, despite their culture advocating for collectivism.
One of the reactions that I had from reading the article on the study was the concept of forgiveness. Forgiveness is essential for harmonious relationships in our society today. People from different cultures hold different views on forgiveness. The Brazilians, for instance, consider it a duty, while the Chinese consider it a responsibility (Kaye, Cook, Sarah & Chang, 1995). Duty places more emphasis on an individual’s role, whereas responsibility is flexible depending on an individual’s values. The Chinese-American students’ lower tendency to show forgiveness is an example of how individuals may neglect their responsibility to forgive if their culture does not advocate for it as a moral commitment.
I have also found out that the concept of forgiveness and grace helps me comprehend the behavior of people that I know. I have a neighbor who regularly got into arguments with his wife over petty issues after. They were always happy at the beginning of the marriage, but after the husband gambled with the family savings and lost the bet, they were never the same (Kaye, Cook, Sarah & Chang, 1995). The arguments would get more intense and occasionally turn into physical fights. Getting a divorce seemed to be the best choice for both of them. Contrastingly, I know of a couple in my neighborhood who have a happy marriage. Human beings are not perfect, and for that reason, I assume that they also have arguments with one another. However, they seem to still rise above their differences, and each is content with the other. Forgiveness plays a significant role in relationships. The bottled-up emotions over unforgiven pasts often turn into frustrations that we take out on others. Without forgiveness, we would not be able to get over others’ wrongdoings or have stable and happy relationships. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion, I recommend this article to others who may have an interest in understanding the role that cultural background plays in our perception of values. This understanding plays a critical role in laying the foundation for better correspondence in a world that continues to embrace diversity. 
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