Recommendations
Recommendation 1: Avoid partaking in an action that seems to cut off the parent of the child with a disability from participating in decision making.
Exclusion of a parent from such crucial decisions making process could lead to their loss of trust in the school administration. School teachers are advised to desist from developing a complete IEP before engaging parents in public participation. Parents should also not be requested to sign such a document if at all they have been no prior decision with the school staff.

Recommendation 2: Sharing all pertinent information on a child’s assessment with their parent(s)
Sharing all the relevant information of a child with its parents goes a long way in ensuring parental participation. Failure to do so could be viewed as amounting to a procedural violation that could, in turn, lead to denial of FAPE. Such a procedure is in keeping with the provision of IDEA regulations 2006, which recommends that parents have access to evaluation reports before an IEP meeting starts. Having such prior information is crucial as parents can partake in meaningful discussions during IEP meetings. Some of the IEP meetings might entail a review of the child’s records. 

Recommendation 3: Make educational decisions that are aligned with the student’s individual needs
IEP recommendations are mostly dependent on program availability and cost of services involved, as opposed to the individual needs of a child. Basing recommendations on cost and availability of a program is contrary to the IDEA requirements which recognize a child’s needs as being of paramount importance in decision making. Failure to do so could be regarded as a violation of existing procedures and rules. 

 

Recommendation 4: Decisions made with adequate finality and clarity 

The various services as outlined in an IEP ought to be laid down in such a way as to allow parents sufficient comprehension of the extent to which the school is committed to providing such services. This form of clarity in decision making is desirable in that it helps to overcome any misunderstandings. Moreover, this high level of commitment ensures that parents are actively involved in decision making, which affects their children. 

Recommendation 5: Make recommendations based on sufficient assessment
Ideally, the evaluation ought to be current, sufficient, and in-depth before developing suitable IEPs and the provision of services. In particular, the school staff must be adequately trained to conduct adequate assessments. Such a procedure is necessary to ensure that students receive sufficient assessments before any educational recommendations are made. Existing laws gifts the school administration with authority needed to undertake evaluations after demands made by parents. Moreover, the school has the powers to choose an evaluator of their liking. 

