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Reducing Suicide in Correctional Institutions 
Suicide Statistics
According to statistics detailing the causes of deaths in prisons, reports from the government of the United States, the Department of Justice shows that suicide account for a considerable percentage. In 2013, there was a 9 percent increase in the number of suicide cases from 300 in 2012 to 327. Suicide was listed as the number one cause of death in justice institutions. The trend of suicide cases from 2000 to 2013 indicates high numbers in the early years of the decade before the numbers reduced in 2007 and 2008 (Suto & Arnaut, 2010). After that, cases of suicide increased drastically. In all the years, the number of deaths caused by suicide in prisons surpassed those caused by heart diseases.
The Task Force
These high numbers can be attributed to the psychological unrest evident in most inmates. A 2017 report has revealed that 37 percent of the people in prison have previously been diagnosed with mental illnesses (Winters et al., 2017). These numbers are undoubtedly the main reason the rate of suicide cases is yet to decrease significantly. Therefore I intend to create a task force whose primary aim is to conduct a forensic assessment and provide recommendations for treatment to those found with mental disorders. The task force will conduct evaluations in correctional institutions through organized sessions with individual inmates. Later we will set group discussions that will be used to help the prisoners socialize with each other in a systematized manner. 
The task force will include major players in the justice institutions such as correctional officers, inmate’s medical practitioners, and psychologists. Additionally, the task force will be comprised of various persons who have been inmates before and have recovered from multiple attempted suicide situations. We will also involve prisoners who understand the situation on the ground but have succeeded in preventing themselves from committing suicide.
Some of the interventions that the taskforce will provide to the correctional officers to prevent suicide would include, providing therapies to inmates who show cognitive signs of significant depression order; offering recommendations on medical, emotional and physical treatment of inmates; and pinpointing prisoners who need to be closely watched (Winters et al., 2017).
Hypothetical Case
An inmate whose background report indicates that he had sexually assaulted a six-year-old girl on multiple instances has committed suicide. These repeated criminal actions caused the little girl to experience both physical and psychological challenges. My task force, comprising of psychology professionals, are faced with the task of providing a detailed report concerning the issue. The taskforce should be ready to undergo various challenges. The central inclination is emotional reasoning, where most people will consider the young girl’s condition. Because of the suicide victim, the young girl’s life had been completely shattered, and psychologically, it would be barely possible for her to recover from the trauma.
On the other hand, the task force will need to impartially perform its duty by conducting a forensic assessment of the deceased inmate. Various possibilities will arise during the evaluation. The prisoner might have been mentally ill to commit such despicable acts on a six-year-old girl (Winters et al., 2017). He may not be held criminally liable for the crimes. Furthermore, he may have committed suicide after realizing that what he did was inhuman, and the only sentence he could bear was death. Considering these possibilities, the task force may be indifferent to the effects the inmate’s actions had on the victim. It would be a difficult task, but these are some of the challenges the taskforce is bound to encounter; hence, we must walk right through them and deliver on our promises.
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