Reflection Paper Proposal
Due:  February 1st| Worth: 15% | Length: 1.5 – 2 pages
What is a Reflection Paper?
Reflection papers allow you to communicate with your professor about how specific lessons and experiences shape your understanding of class-related material. Reflection papers are personal and subjective; however, they must still maintain an academic tone, format, and structure. The paper must still be thoroughly and coherently organized. A reflection paper is NOT a summary of the course readings or material, nor a stream of conscious on paper. 
“Reflection offers you the opportunity to consider how your personal experiences and observations shape your thinking and your acceptance of new ideas.  Professors often ask students to write reading reflections.  They do this to encourage you to explore your own ideas about a text, to express your opinion rather than summarise the opinions of others.  Reflective writing can help you to improve your analytical skills because it requires you to express what you think, and more significantly, how and why you think that way.  In addition, reflective analysis asks you to acknowledge that your thoughts are shaped by your assumptions and preconceived ideas; in doing so, you can appreciate the ideas of others, notice how their assumptions and preconceived ideas may have shaped their thoughts, and perhaps recognize how your ideas support or oppose what you read.” Academic Skills, Trent University
www.trentu.ca/academicskills Peterborough, ON Canada © 2014

For more information and help with starting your proposal or paper, please visit the Writing Centre, Burke 115. http://www.smu.ca/academics/writing-centre.html | 902-491-6202 

What your proposal should include:

STATEMENT OF QUESTION – Why does religion exist? OR What is the origin of religion? 

THEORY – state and briefly explain the proposed theory you intend to use to critically analyze what you learned in class in comparison to your own experience. Also state whether this approach is historical, phenomenological, or reductionist. 

For example, “In order to answer the question, why does religion exist, I will use the theory of Karl Marx. Marx’s theory consists of …” 

PERSONAL INTEREST – briefly explain why you chose this theory and approach, and what experiences you intend to draw upon to support your claim 

PERSONAL BIAS – indicate any bias or assumptions you may have in writing this paper and how your individual worldview shapes your understanding of the topic  

Format: Typed, 12 pt font, double-spaced, full sentences and paragraph structure, hardcopy submitted at the beginning of class
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