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Reading Reflection on Articles on Research on Viking Culture and Society
In studying the culture and society of the Viking, the researchers have adopted sophisticated scientific technology techniques such as comprehensive genomic sequencing and analysis of the DNA. In the first revelation of the unexpected findings of the woman warrior, the researchers used this technique of comprehensive genomic sequencing that identified the gender of the bones remains of the grave Bj.581 (Solly, 2020). The different researchers involved in the study of the Vikings culture and society are using scientific research methods that are more advanced and accurate in comparison to the traditional research methods.
The new scientific methods differ from the traditional ones as they can analyze the presence of the X or the Y chromosome in the bones remains. The archaeologist in the past focused on traditional research methods of observation. A textile specialist analyzed the clothing of the individual and concluded that the skeleton of the individual must have been a commander at cavalry under the administration of a royal war-leader (Price et al., 2019). They also analyzed the remains of the grave based on its location. According to the archaeologist, the location of the grave at Birka hillfort shows the social status of the individual.  
In the time of the excavation, the assumption that the buried individual in Bj.581 began, one of the archaeologists stated in his filed notes (Price et al., 2019). With the absence of equipment associated with women such as jewelry and weaving equipment in the grave, archaeologists assumed the gender of the skeleton to be a man. The researchers analyzed the remains in the grave based on the kind of weapons present. Bj.581 contained a collection of different weapons such as a sword, spear and shield, and two horses, as well as a game board likely used to map out military strategies, in the tomb. 
These weapons misguided the traditional researchers on the gender of the individual in the grave. They concluded that since such weapons are associated with a warrior, then it must be a man. The new scientific methods of DNA analysis have proven this assumption as wrong, as the results of the DNA indicated the presence of the two X chromosomes in the bones; thus, it was a woman. However, modern scientific methods have found out contradicting information with traditional researchers. With the use of comprehensive genomic sequencing and analysis of DNA, the scientific researchers have found out the bones remain in Bj.581 belong to a woman.
Other researchers assumed that in the Vikings society, women did not hold high positions in power. They also believed that very few women were allowed to participate in the war; hence there were no female warriors, thus ignoring the possibility of the individual at Bj.581 being a woman. The research shows that the warriors in the Vikings culture were regarded highly up to their time of death. As seen with the female warrior, she was buried in a grave located in Birka hillfort, which was associated with people in high rank in the Viking society. 
Both the traditional and modern scientific research agrees that the individual in the Bj.581 was a warrior. From these articles, I have acquired new information about the culture of the Vikings. I have learned that there were women in the Viking society who live as professional warriors. Much of the justification for the proposed warrior's misidentification as biologically male stems from the past archaeologist's frequent assignment of sex based on the contents of the grave rather than scientific bones analysis (Solly, 2020).
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