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Our study of the United States history has enlightened me on the challenges that faced the young nation to be what it is today. Before the Civil war, there was widespread slavery based on race with African Americans bearing the brunt of right violations. It is only after the war, that the nation started measures to end slavery by enabling African Americans to enjoy the same rights as their White folks. Although the nation still faces serious issues on racial injustices and prejudices, an understanding of the causes, repercussions and lessons from the civil war is crucial in averting another crisis of similar proportions. 

 Today, the lessons learned during the civil war continue to affect how I view my neighbors and colleagues regardless of their race. I have made friends across all races and ethnicities because I understand that we are all the same despite the push by the political class to use racial differences for their personal gain. In addition, at my workplace I encourage my colleagues to desist from believing racial prejudices by taking time to learn about America’s history and the Civil war. Such racial prejudices at the workplace may not only create rifts between employees but also adversely affect the performance of the organization due to constant wrangling. 

In my personal life, I avoid using the race card to deny others their rights or make them feel inadequate. For instance, I do not mind sitting next to a person of a different race on the plane or in class. In addition, I do not support the fundamentalist movements such as MAGA and BLM because I believe that they may incite people based on racial lines and lead to another civil war. Instead advocate for people to look at issues objectively without using the racial card to drive their hidden agendas given that America has people from different races and ethnicities. 

The next group of students taking this course should view it as a learning curve, which has a direct effect on building both personal and professional relationships. Indeed, for anyone to build cordial relationships with people from other cultural or social backgrounds, they must understand historical experiences and injustices which might have led to racial tension or prejudice. The course will be important in helping new students to understand why racial profiling is still prevalent in the United States and the steps they need to take to overcome the phenomena. A review of the injustices during the era of slavery, which culminated in the civil war will be helpful in helping new students to understand the racial tension that exists within the American society today.

 Incoming students should be aware that this is an eye opening course, which should help them understand the current situation in America based on the historical experience of African Americans from the slavery era. The new students should also appreciate that the course seeks to make them better citizens who will not repeat the mistakes that led to the civil war. A strategy that I used and which may be useful to new students is retaining objectivity when reading articles and books on slavery and the civil war. New students should only read peer-reviewed materials and avoid biased material, which may not be useful in understanding the causes and aftermath of the civil war. 

Anyone wishing to get an A in this course should ensure that they understand the course requirements and the course objectives. Students should also dedicate sufficient time for completing the assignments on time and following the course instructions. When completing assignments it would be prudent to use the assigned course material. However, it is also advisable to conduct additional research from scholarly sources to get additional insight on course concepts and to expand knowledge on the course concepts. 

More importantly, students should follow the grading rubric for each assignment to ensure that they have covered all the important points when answering questions. Finally, students must deliver plagiarism free work to limit the chances of point deduction for delivering unoriginal work. Utilizing plagiarism checking software such as Turnitin will ensure that a student delivers original work that increases their chance of scoring the highest grade possible. 
