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Challenges Faced by Refugees 
Introduction
A  refugee is defined as "a person who has crossed international boundaries as a result of well-founded fear of being persecuted on account of religious, political, sexual, or any other social identity and whose country will not or cannot protect them or maybe in fact be the body persecuting them (Hynie, 2018).” All over the world, people get displaced from their countries for reasons such as civil wars and natural disasters. People are forced to free to foreign countries where they live as refugees awaiting peace to be restored in their home countries. Many refugees are from low-income countries, though, recently developed countries have also hosted refugees with Germany being the leading nation. By the end of 2016, Germany had hosted 669,500 refugees (Hynie,2018). Following World War II, an agency, UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR), was formed to help Europeans that had been displaced by the war. Since then, this agency has taken responsibility for helping those people who seek refuge in foreign countries following a conflict in their nations.  In the world, one person is displaced in every 2 seconds. The United Nations estimates 70.8 million people around the world have been displaced from their homes by conflict and persecution by the end of 2018 (“Refugees,” 2015). Among the refugees, 30 million are under 18 years and many are also stateless. For this reason, the UNHCR and partners are in the strain as they try to handle all the refugees every year. These agencies are not able to effectively meet the needs of the refugee.  Others had been denied basic rights in their countries such as education, health, and employment.   Additionally, the fact that refugees live in foreign countries, make them lack access to basics such as education and proper health. Others still live in fear of being attacked in those camps. These issues raise the question, which is the focus of this paper, which are the challenges faced by refugees in their camps.
Perceived Threat 
Some countries are not willing to host refugees as they perceive a threat from them. According to a realistic theory of threat, refugees pose an economic burden on the host countries. This may result in violence and conflict as a citizen may feel threatened by the outsiders.  Conflicts may not only be a result of material competition but also for employment opportunities, housing or health care (Hynie, 2018). Also, such a country will have the responsibility of providing them with medical services, housing, education, and language training. This is viewed as an economical strain on the side of the host country. Additionally, some policies developed to address the needs of refugees and the asylum seekers hinder them from participating in economic activities which further adds burden to the host countries. However, policies that limit funding to the refugees promote them to seek employment which becomes beneficial to the host country as they can support the economy and meet their own needs such as education, health, and shelter.  Apart from economical threat, violence and crime are also a perceived threat from refugees.  Research shows that terrorists use refugee camps as a hiding ground as well as places to plan attacks (Hynie, 2018). Besides the threat of terrorism, local crime rates are also associated with refugees. For these reasons, many refugees leave in fear and lack the motivation to explore their new homes with confidence.  




Characteristics of refugees and challenges faced in refugees’ camps
			 Sexual and gender-based violence

	  In many refugee camps, children and adolescents below the age of 18 years compose almost half of the population.  Thirteen percent of the children are below the age of 5 years. The composition of the refugee reflects high fertility and low life expectancy in their countries of origin.  Women are many compared to their male counterparts. The young population and adolescents are vulnerable to risks such as forced labor and child trafficking (Refugees n.d).  Most also suffer after separation from their families as they try to start new lives.  Additionally, women and girls are targets for gender-based violence, sexual abuse, and trafficking. This group is, therefore, vulnerable to  HIV/AIDS transmission and kidnapping (Refugees, n.d.).  For example, in Haiti 2010 natural disasters women and girls went to seek refuge in camps, however, they were faced with the challenge of gender violence including sexual harassment and rape. The risk of gender-based violence and sexual violence increases as women and girls spend more time in camps due to the disruption of family order. Also, there lack women protection policies as well as respect for human rights in these camps. For this reason, women are discriminated against and the voice to speak for their needs and rights. Those who commit these crimes are aware that their chances of being brought to justice are slim and, they are, therefore, are not afraid to violently treat women.  Also according to women in these camps factors that lead to increased violation of their rights include; overcrowding in the camps, lack of means to generate  income, insecure and inadequate shelters, poor lighting at night, lawlessness with armed robbers attacking them, and lack of information on steps to take if faced with gender and sexual violence.  


Many women end up with unwanted pregnancies, diseases and poor access to health care. They are too afraid to walk in the streets or out of camps.
Lack of education
 Besides gender-based violence as problems facing refugees in camps, poor or complete lack of education is also a major problem.  Displacement jeopardizes children’s physical and psychological health and increases the probability of them being victims of violence and being recruited into armed forces. As stated earlier in this paper, the majority of refugees are children and teenagers below the age of 18 years.  There is, therefore, a need to have a well-established system to ensure that they get educated. However, this is not the case and many end up with very poor education or a lacking standard of it.  UNICEF under United Nations works hard to ensure that the legal framework that all people have the right to education is achieved for those children leaving in refugee camps.  The international society accords the host Government to provide favorable treatment possible for children in refugee camps to access education. However, the international community is given the burden to ensure that children in these camps get access to quality education. The right to education has four essential elements; availability, accessibility, and adaptability (Dryden-Peterson, 2011).  Education needs to be available for every child, the child should be able to access education and also fit with his needs and environment. According to Dryden-Peterson, (2011), access to education for displaced children is faced with five main challenges.  The first challenge is the barrier to access. In some cases, education is available to children but they are not able to attend due to religious or cultural reasons.  For example, it is estimated that school participation in Afghanistan's camps is 69% for primary education and 30% for secondary school (Dryden-Peterson, 2011).  


 In addition to religious and cultural barriers, children in refugee camps suffer more poverty as compared to when in their homes, hence, their parents are not able to afford education. Poverty and uncertainty about the future also lead to the development of doubts about the benefits of education and many never bother to enroll in learning institutions.  Gender-based discrimination is also a major barrier to getting an education.  Many girls are not given the chance to access. Few girls can access education. Further, displacement leads to the breakdown of social norms and laws are no longer enforced, therefore parents are not forced to take girls or children to school. Many children struggle to continue with education after displacement (Dryden-Peterson, 2011). Some of these children are overage and ends up dropping out of school due to age and other responsibility. In many cases, areas designated for refugee camps are usually unproductive, lacking infrastructures such as roads and schools.   The second challenge is the protracted nature of displacement. The continuous movement of these refugees prevents them from having a specified area where they can refer to as home and have their children enrolled in learning institutions. These families are filled with uncertainty of their future and, hence, do less in anticipation of a better one. Additionally, there lacks the exploitation of the idea that education is portable (Dryden-Peterson, 2011). Children can continue with their education even amid the many shifts.  Finally, the impossibility of having a short term education shifts makes it impossible for children in these families to have a quality education. 



 The third challenge to access to education in refugee camps is urban displacement. A large population in the world lives in urban areas, hence, many refugees settle in urban areas.  Schools in these areas are overcrowded and displaced children overwhelm an already overpopulated school. This leads to poor education not only to the refugees but also to those already in these schools.   The straining of resources prompts stakeholders to not advocate for enrollment of more children causing many children to be left out of school.  The fourth challenge is the physical integration without social integration of the refugees.  Lack of social integration between the host society and the refugee causes tension in both societies. The hot society is not educated on the best way to handle the incoming society as it is with the incoming society and relating to the host community. For this reason, refugee children can be marginalized and discriminated against as well as being left out of the classroom. Also, refugee children may be left out on topics such as politics and other practices that the hot society may be very familiar with.  The fact that the child is not able to relate to these practices and believe makes them feel out of place and affects their ability to learn and get a quality education from in the host community. Finally, the search for quality education is also a challenge that hider refugees' children from getting a quality education. Education that is offered in many refugees’ camps is of low quality.  The UNHCR metrics for measuring the quality of education recommends that the ratio of child to teachers to be 40:1. It's, however, not the case with many refugee camps were one teacher is responsible for 100 children or even 200 (Dryden-Peterson, 2011).  Further, many teachers are not trained with, for example, refugees camps in Kenya have only a third of the teachers trained. 



Role of the international community  
	Apart from violence and lack of education, refugees are faced with other challenges such as lack of food, quality health care, and employment opportunities.  These problems lead to refugees having circles of poverty. Children lack the motivation to work for a better future and change their current status (Camacho, Herrera, & Barrios, 2019). Additionally, crime and violence become the orders of these camps as everyone seeks to survive at whatever expense available. For this reason, the international community and humanitarians in our society have a role to play in making the lives of refugees better. For example, management and stakeholders in refugee camps should put in place to detect sexual and gender-based violence (Camacho et al., 2019). Healthcare services should also be provided to ensure that women that girls get immediate help in case of sexual violence.  Also, governments of which countries host refugees should work to ensure that they access to human rights including the right for protection from harm. International communities should be more proactive in creating a way to have people in camps educated about their rights and the best ways that they can live in their new homes (Cullen & Walton‐Roberts, 2019). Additionally, strategies should be in place to ensure that children in refugee camps get a quality education.  Plans should be made to recruits more teachers to serve children in those camps. Also, there should be a way to develop mobile education so that children can continue with their education even in cases where they shift camps  (Cullen & Walton‐Roberts, 2019). The international community should also continue with the effort to protect refugees and ensuring that they have access to good education, quality healthcare and security.





Conclusion
	People are displaced from their home countries due to conflict or natural disasters and are made to seek refuge in foreign countries. Life is never the same for both the host country and the refugees. As refugees seek refuge, the host country may feel threated by the refugee either economically or socially. Some other fear for the security of their nation as in some cases terrorists have used refugee camps to get to a nation and plan attacks. For these reasons in addition to the disruption of their live, refugees, especially women and children, suffer and live hopeless lives. Women suffer from sexual and gender-based violence in silent as they lack hospitals to seek medical help or police station to seek help. They are also so ashamed of what happened to them to speak out. Children also suffer from a lack of education. Available education is of poor quality or children are not able to socially integrate with their host making them be left out. These plus other problems faced by refugees call for the international community to have a way to make refugee camps more habitable and that refugees live better lives.
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