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Whether or not College should be Free
The cost of learning in college has become tremendously expensive over the past couple of years. Lawmakers understand the implication of a high cost of college tuition and there has been a debate on whether or not tuition should be free for students who attend public and private universities. This idea has been popularized throughout the country. Several presidential candidates including the former vice president Joe Bidden have pitched the idea and even used it as one of his campaign strategies. Elimination of college tuition would ensure that students are given an opportunity to be educated without the burden of paying for costly tuition. On the other hand, students would take college for granted since it would be offered to them on a silver platter.
Free college tuition would imply that students who are from families that have a low income would be given the chance to receive a college education and this would, in turn, improve graduation rates in the country. The high cost of tuition causes students to drop out of school due to their inability to cope with the expenses (Chingos 15). Making tuition free would get rid of this problem. Students resort to dropping out of school and looking for part-time jobs that would cater to tuition and in some cases, are not even able to get enough money to offset their debt. Ever since the 1980s, college tuition has increased by more than 200%. In the past, President Roosevelt signed the GI bill that enabled war veterans to receive a free college education while some of them got vocational training. During this period, the U.S. economy and the community at large gained from this program (Collier et al. 350). The benefactors of this program reciprocated by doing acts of charity, a lot of homes and cars were purchased, and none of them were burdened by student loan debt. The GI bill produced three presidents, three Supreme Court judges, and a substantial number of doctors, teachers, just to name a few. These people were given an opportunity to go to college without having to worry about debts and they, in turn, built the economy. Education is a right, not a privilege for the upper echelons of American society. Student debt is a heavy burden to the students who cannot afford tuition. An average American student graduates with approximately $37,000 in student loan debt. This is also compounded by the fact that most of them are not able to pay off their debt after graduation because of the high cost of living and lack of employment. If this proposal is to be considered and implemented, then the students would have less to worry about after graduation. The elimination of tuition fees would make the students contribute more to the economy since they would be able to afford to spend their money on healthy food, buy houses, among others. Tuition-free comply does not mean that the students will have things easier. In any case, several other expenses would be increased (Goldrick-Rab, Sara, and Kelly 55). Out of the total average costs in college, tuition only accounts for a small percentage of the total expenses. Therefore, the elimination of tuition would not have the desired effect of reducing expenses. If anything, the expenses would remain the same. There are countries that have implemented this and yet students still have high debts as a result of the high cost of living.
If tuition is to be offered for free then the government would have to find an alternative method to fund higher learning institutions (Chingos 15). This would mean that there would be an increase in taxes. Billions of dollars of taxpayers' money would be subsidized and other priorities such as health care would be undermined. Somebody's pockets will have to suffer so that the proposed free college program can be run efficiently. Even though the upper class of the American community will suffer the most for this, every citizen that pays taxes will suffer too. It would be unfair if taxpayers who are pursuing different forms of non-educational training so that other people may benefit. In some way, an increase in taxes is correlated to an increase in the cost of livelihood. There is uncertainty on who will have to bear this burden and this uncertainty brings about a lot of unease.
In general, if a commodity is made free then that would only devalue it. The same goes for education. Students would not put as much effort in their degrees since they would not be obligated to get their money's worth since everything is being catered for in terms of tuition (Goldrick-Rab, Sara, and Kelly 55). With the current college prices, students are given the motivation to study hard and finish their schooling so that they may be able to clear and/or reduce their debt. It is this kind of drive that brings about students who are relentless in their schoolwork and are focused. On the other hand, a lot of students would take this opportunity and enroll themselves in colleges and even graduate on time. The number of educated citizens would increase tremendously thus making the country to be more productive.
In conclusion, Elimination of college tuition would ensure that students are given an opportunity to be educated without the burden of paying for costly tuition. On the other hand, students would take college for granted since it would be offered to them on a silver platter. Free college is both good and bad to society. Public universities that were founded in the early years offered free tuition because they received support from the community members. That is not the case today, which has led to an increase in college tuition. Providing free education does not necessarily mean that there will be an influx of students in learning institutions. If anything, the opposite would occur since education would not be valued as much. Education is important and students should be given the opportunity to be educated. At the same time, the money that they are expected to pay for tuition should incentivize them in working hard and smart.
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