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Religion and Conflict in Sudan
Research Problem
East Africa has shown the biggest increase in religious discrimination compared to other parts of Sub-Saharan Africa. This rise in religious discrimination has been accompanied by an increase in religious conflicts. Sudan also leads in religious discrimination in sub-Saharan Africa. Religious freedom in Southern Sudan has also greatly reduced since the military coup by the National Islamic Front in 1989. This has encouraged extremism with extremist groups attacking churches frequently. No investigations are done after such incidents which encourages further attacks. The government has also been recorded formally encouraging the targeting and discrimination of Christians and other non-Islamic religions. After the establishment of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement in 2005, a considerable amount of religious freedom was protected but after South Sudan seceded in 2011, this freedom has continuously been eroded by Omar al-Bashir’s government. 
The history of Sudan is riddled by various wars and armed conflicts that are tied to religion and religious conflicts. The last Sudanese civil war was marked by bloody confrontations between Muslims and Christians. The nationalism of Northern Sudan arises from the holy wars started by Mohamed Al Mahdi against the Turks. Even the 2 civil wars between Northern Sudan and the Southern insurgents can be partly attributed to religious differences. What is the role of religion in these conflicts? There has also been a growing hold of Muslim fundamentalism on the Northern part of the country. This may have created a sense of incompatibility in view with the South which has exacerbated armed conflict in the Sudan. Muslim fundamentalists have even protested against the involvement of Christian bodies in the peace making process claiming that the Christians were interested in manipulating the process and checking the growth of Islam. 
Research Purpose Statement
To investigate the relationship between religious differences and armed conflicts and civil wars in the Sudan
Research questions/hypothesis 
1. What role has religion played in religious conflicts in the Sudan?
2. Is there a relationship between religious discrimination and religious armed conflict in Sudan?
3. Are the conflicts tied to religious differences or is religion just a cloak covering other differences causing the wars?
4. Has religion been constructive or destructive in the Sudan?
5. How has Muslim Fundamentalism in the Northern part of the Sudan exacerbated conflict with the South?
6. Is there a causal or correlation relationship between armed conflict and religious differences in the Sudan?
Delimitations of the study
The study is limited to data collected in two cities only; one is Sudan and the other in Southern Sudan. These cities are Juba in Southern Sudan and Khartoum in Sudan. 
Methodology
This study intends to use literature on religion and conflict in the Sudan to answer the research questions. A systematic review of literature from Google Scholar, Researchgate and Academia will be carried out. Data will be analyzed using descriptive statistics and checked for reliability using Cronbach’s Alpha test. 
Research Sample and Sampling Techniques
We intend to interview at least 50 residents of the Sudan. We will be interviewing people from both the Sudan and the newly created Southern Sudan. Simple random sampling will be used for street encounters but a more systematic approach will be carried out when interviewing people at home so that we get participants from both the slum section and the more affluent section of the cities. 
Proposed Instrumentation
We also intend to conduct interviews on government officials and historians in Sudan and East Africa to acquire primary data on religious differences in the country. Questionnaires will also be handed out to residents of these 2 countries to find out what they feel about other religions.
Limitations of Generalization
It is very difficult to have a representative sample based off of one study. Therefore, more studies will be needed. 
Research Competencies
Researchers will be required to have a background in religion and theology. A Masters in theology is preferred. Supporting consultants are interviewers should be citizens of the country and have an understanding of the local languages. They are required to at least have Bachelor’s degrees preferably in a social science. They are also required to have a background in research and surveys and to have been on at least 2 research projects before.  
Precedent literature 
There is quite a substantial amount of literature on the matter. Hutchinson (2001) attempts to explain the political and religious dimensions of the Nuer conflict. Southern Sudan experienced a Christian grassroots revolution around 1987. Christianity promised a more compassionate relationship with a God who was more forgiving. Christianity spread through the South at a very fast pace which is why Southern Sudan is predominantly Christian today while Sudan is mostly Islam. 
Basedau and Koos (2015) conducted a survey poll to assess if religious leaders support faith based violence. Religious leaders who embraced secularism and were tolerant of other religions were more likely to be against religion-based violence and vice versa. Muslim clerics also appeared more receptive of religion-based violence.
Basedau and Schaefer-Kehnert (2019) analyzed the relationship between religious discrimination and religious armed conflict in sub-Saharan Africa. They concluded that the relationship between the 2 was very complex and dependent on other factors such as geography and radicalism in religion. 
Assefa (1990) was focused on finding out whether religion is Sudan exacerbated conflict or encouraged reconciliation. He concluded that religion served as a cloak for other socio-economic and political motives. However, he also found that Muslim fundamentalism exacerbated conflict. Samuel and Paddy (2017) carried out a case study on religious conflicts in Sudan before 1983. The case study examines the role of religion in Sudan’s history and how the introduction of Islam may have led to an incompatibility in views that eventually led to the separation of South Sudan from Sudan.
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