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Analysis of Eliade’s Assertion using Lame Deer’s Vision Quest
Religion is a fundamental aspect of human life. Religion can be defined as a system that entails several beliefs and practices that impact how individuals feel, thinks, or act (Suartika et al. 340). Different people subscribe to particular religious affiliations due to certain reasons. For instance, religion gives people a sense of belonging and the purpose of existence. Religion is also important because it enables human beings to understand the element of sacred reality. A discussion about religion cannot be complete without assessing certain concepts such as sacred reality, manifestation, and ultimate reality. Eliade’s book, The Sacred and the Profane, explains these concepts comprehensively. Similarly, Lame Deer's Vision Quest also integrates these variables. Eliade’s assertion that all religion speaks a sacred reality beyond this world, which manifests itself in our midst to make itself known and to bring about a change in our reality, can be analyzed using Lame Deer’s vision quest since all of these materials focus on supernatural factors.  
To begin, it is relevant to argue that various religious groups communicate a sacred reality that goes beyond this world.  Every individual holds something that he or she considers to be sacred. The term sacred defines anything that is contrary to the profane (Eliade 10). Anything sacred can be characterized as extraordinary, something set apart, and beyond human control. On the other hand, the sacred reality involves the act of believing in God or gods. All religions in the world understand sacred reality in different ways. For instance, Christianity uses the term God to refer to its sacred reality. Islam considers its sacred reality as Allah. Hinduism utilizes Brahma as their sacred reality. The other names include Tao and the Great Mystery, among others. It is also important to note that all these sacred realities are associated with specific symbols. Some of these symbols include the Ark of the Covenant, the temple, religious meals, the synagogue, and the desert tabernacle. Lame Deer’s vision quest clearly portrays the fact that religion communicates a sacred reality beyond the world and human understanding. Based on Lame Deer’s vision quest, Sioux religion communicated a sacred reality that was respected by the society since religion was deemed as part of everyday life. Spirits were regarded as sacred (All about Heaven). The Sioux God was the Great Spirit in this society. This spirit was the most powerful of all. Therefore, Eliade implied that all religions should be treated equally and respected because they both have extraordinary symbols that are meaningful to their respective members. 
Similarly, it is apparent that sacred reality manifests itself in our midst. The sacred reality can be manifested through various ways such as myths, natural objects, ritual activities, people, and sounds. For instance, Christians respect sounds that are powerful. Sacred sounds like prayer or hymn are considered special elements in this religion. Human beings are aware of the sacred reality because it manifests itself or shows itself as a wholly different thing from the profane (Eliade 11). For instance, God revealed himself to Moses through the burning bush. God told him to remove his sandals because he was standing in a holy place. During such manifestation, God appointed Moses to lead the Israelites out of Egypt to the Promised Land, Canaan. God also manifests himself to human beings through miracles. Most Christians feel or see God's presence through miracles. For example, when a person is healed from a certain disease, that individual believes that he witnessed the work of God. The Lame Deer’s vision quest also proves the notion that a sacred reality manifests itself in people's minds. John Fire, together with members of Sioux society, believes in the appearance of supernatural beings through various forms. The Great Spirit that was known as Wakan Tanka manifested itself to the chosen few in this society (Martínez 79). Before such manifestations, these individuals were always involved in spiritual activities such as praying as they quest for certain things in life. For instance, Lama Deer was hoping to see the Great Spirit in order to acquire a blessing that will lead him or make him a medicine man. He believed that this Great Spirit would appear to him when he gets into the vision pit on the hilltop (Deer and Richard 1). The Great Spirit manifested itself to Lame Deer in the form of a big bird. He felt the presence of this supernatural being after being brushed by the wings and the feathers of this powerful bird. One of the lessons that people can learn from this manifestation of the sacred reality is that it is important to humble ourselves before the supernatural being because vision only comes as a gift of patience, humility, and wisdom. 
Furthermore, one of the reasons for the manifestation of a sacred reality is to make itself known in order to promote change in people's reality. Human beings will only realize that there is a sacred reality when it performs extraordinary things. For instance, when Jesus performed raised Lazarus from the dead, people believed in the presence of God, thus seeking a path to holiness. Therefore, sinners are able to confess their sins when they witness the power and the glory of the Lord. In Lame Deer’s vision quest, The Great Spirit appeared to Lame and gave him confirmed his vision of becoming a medicine man (Robbins 107). That endorsement alone implies that sacred reality intends to change the world or the situations of human beings. Members of Sioux society also trusted these spirits since they were able to manifest themselves through many actions.
[bookmark: _GoBack]In summary, Eliade’s assertion that all religion speaks a sacred reality beyond this world, which manifests itself in our midst to make itself known and to bring about a change in our reality, can be analyzed using Lame Deer’s vision quest since all of these materials focus on spirits and religion. It is clear that Lame Deer experiences the presence of a sacred reality that appeared to him in the vision. All human beings should believe that there is a supernatural being that has control of our lives. It is also essential to respect all religious groups because no supernatural being is greater than the other. 
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