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[bookmark: _GoBack]Relationship with Jesus
It is not natural for human beings to consider the needs of other people before their own, but the only way people can be able to do this is by following the model of Jesus. In John 13:1-17, Jesus washes the feet of His disciples and goes on to tell them that no slave is greater than his master and no messenger is greater than the one who sends him. An understanding of these brings blessings. Jesus taught about the significance of humility in shaping the relationship we can have with him and with each other. The scriptures can help us understand Lewis’s quote in that one can serve the Lord as well as fellow human beings or one can choose to listen to the lord and learn His ways. (Benjamin, 2017) There is a need for only one thing as Jesus told Martha, this is due to the fact that if one is anxious and worried about many things they cannot have a good relationship with God and with each other.
Jesus tells us that our first responsibility should be to Him just as Mary had prioritized Him. It helps us understand the quote by Lewis in that if one serves others then it shows humility, but if they sit at the feet of others and wait on them instead of seeking the Lord first, then they are fools. It is all about humility and service, and Jesus teaches that in our humility and service we ought to serve both Him as well as our fellow human beings but prioritizing things of this world weakens the relationship we can have with Him, and hence it is foolish. At the same time true humility involves prioritizing God and serving others as well for our neighbors are a representation of the likeness of God.
We Have Two Lives
The quote we have two lives; the life we learn with and the one we live after that, is a quote by Bernard Malamud and I view it in the light of suffering in that each one of us has two lives. The first life involves suffering and challenges of every kind, while the life we live after that involve fulfillment and satisfaction. The first life is important because it provides the lessons necessary to lessen any difficulties that would have existed in the life we live after that. Even Jesus had to suffer persecution so as to find fulfillment in bringing salvation to humanity. (Kasemann, 2017) As human beings for learning to be effective, it has to involve some degree of suffering and if righteous Jesus had to suffer so as to learn obedience how much more should we mere humans have to suffer to live after that in the likeness of God. I believe that even though we live two lives the second one is better and is directly dependent on what we learn. 
When I was young I had a best friend who was very close to me, and we did everything together, but unfortunately, my friend passed on. It left me in despair, and I came to fear to go to school and being alone all the time, but in my misery and hurt I realized that I should have more than one friend so that if one friend disappointed me in one way I would easily find solace in another. It was my small way of finding closure, and it worked perfectly. The loss of my friend opened my eyes to a reality I had not envisaged before, my life revolved around one person, and that was my best friend. To this day I enjoy making new friends and the satisfaction that comes with it. Suffering brings us towards happiness, and it can only be realized later when the suffering ends.
Christian Neighbor
Next to the Blessed Sacrament, our neighbors are the holiest objects presented to us because each human being is in the likeness of God and the bodies are a temple of God as well. If one is a Christian neighbor then Christ resides in him. (Yong, 2015)  One time my mother told me that during mass when the priest displays the body of Christ in his hand for all Christians to see, any prayer recited at that moment with conviction is immediately answered. It got me intrigued and so the next Sunday I patiently waited for the priest to display the holy Eucharist and asked Jesus in the holy sacrament to heal my chest pains since I had been experiencing discomfort in the center of my chest for a while. Immediately I finished saying those words I felt sharp pain move through my chest and was thinking in my head how I could not wait to tell my mother. The discomfort was gone, and I felt peaceful and ecstatic. 
 Even to this day, I have no chest pains and whenever I remember that particular mass I feel the urge to tell everyone that Jesus is truly in the holy sacrament and that for every need they should celebrate mass. The encounter impacted my prayer life tremendously because, unlike before prayer became interesting and engaging. Moreover, I loved my mother even more, and I believe Jesus is real no matter what anyone says because I have felt his presence during holy mass as well as through my dear mother. Every time I am in church, I bow at the tabernacle not just because everyone is doing it but because I feel the need to honor Jesus to the Glory of God the father. I believe that the encounter with Jesus began through my mother as she is the one who led me to Him.
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