Required:
you may consult the Great Philosophers book, your own notes to answer the questions. However, you are expected to come up with the answers on your own. Beware of plagiarism:  Here, that means copying, using, or relying on someone else’s work, ideas, or words (whether found online!). You are, of course, free to use any of my ideas without citing the source, whether from my book or my lectures. HOWEVER, YOU cannot SIMPLY CUT AND PASTE WORDS FROM THE GREAT PHILOSOPHERS BOOK! That is considered plagiarism.

You Are required to answer question by question

1. For Heraclitus, the fundamental physical element of the cosmos is fire. In what ways does this element explain his view of the cosmos?


2. Explain Plato’s theory of recollection.


3. How might Aristotle’s theory of the soul be considered empiricist?


4. What is Descartes’ idea of the self? How does he arrive at this idea?


5. Briefly describe Hobbes’ state of nature. What does it show?


6. Briefly describe Rousseau’s state of nature. What does it show?


7. What are three ways Rousseau offers for making society more natural?


8. What are Hume’s principles of the imagination? What do they do?


9. According to Kant, how do time and space enable us to know things?


10. According to Kant, how is 5 + 7 = 12 both a priori and synthetical?


11. How are “other people” involved in Hegel’s idea of self-consciousness?


12. According to Hegel, how is history dialectical?


13. What forms of discourse (writing devices) does Kierkegaard use to re-invent philosophical language?


14. What are Kierkegaard’s three levels of existence? Write a sentence describing each.


15. How does Marx explain the movement or progression of history?


16. What does Marx mean by surplus value?


17. In Nietzsche, how did such notions as “good” and “true” come about?


18. In Nietzsche, how can the realization that “God is dead” lead to a kind of salvation?


19. How is freedom related to nothingness in Sartre’s existentialism?


20. What does Sartre mean when he writes, “Hell is other people”?


21. What are the three levels of human activity that Arendt describes? Which one is the most human? Why?


22. How does Taylor use the history of philosophy as a solution to today’s unhappy condition?


23. Referring to the philosophers we discussed and how they present or define the human self (i.e. selfhood), which one do you prefer. Why?


