Assignment 4,5 and 6: Research Paper
Spring 2021

Guidelines for Research Paper 
Rough Draft is due 3/14. Your paper will be peer reviewed by 2 students (due 3/21). Your final paper is due 3/28.

Assignment 4: Rough Draft- see rubric (30 pts)
Overview: For this paper you will choose a food science topic from a category and fully research it. 

WHAT IS A REVIEW PAPER?
The purpose of a review paper is to succinctly review recent research in a particular topic. Overall, the paper summarizes the current state of knowledge of the topic. It creates an understanding of the topic for the reader by discussing the findings presented in recent research papers.
A review paper is not a "term paper". It is not merely a report on some references you found. It is more of a mini literature review. A review paper synthesizes the results from several reputable references to produce a coherent argument about a topic.
A key aspect of a review paper is that it provides the evidence for a particular point of view in a field. Thus, a large focus of your paper should be a description of the data that support or refute that point of view. It is important to avoid personal bias when reviewing the scientific evidence and writing your paper. Bias is a tendency to lean in a certain direction, often to the detriment of an open mind. 
The emphasis of a review paper is interpreting the primary research on the subject.  You need to read several original research articles on the topic and make your own conclusions about the meanings of those papers.


Format: 	Typed, 12-point font size, Times New Roman or Arial, double-spaced 
	Submit as a document (not a PDF)
1-inch margins on all sides
		Cover Page
		Introduction
		Body of Report with sub-headings
		Conclusion
		Application to Dietetics Practice
		Reference List
		Length: At least 10 pages, including cover page and a one-page reference list
		

Details:	
1. Cover page- Topic/Title, your name, date
2. Introduction- 
· Provide a background of your topic including pertinent background information that the reader should know. 
· State the purpose of your review. Tell what is about to be discussed. 
· Define any words, if needed. For example, "Irradiation is a technology that improves the safety and extends the shelf life of foods by reducing or eliminating microorganisms…” 
· Make it brief (<1/5 of the paper’s total length). 
· Explain the "big picture" relevance- why are you researching this topic? Why is this important?
3. Body of Report with Headings- The bulk of your paper will be in this section. The body of your paper should support the purpose of your review. Headings will depend on your topic. As you read and organize the material you have collected, important points about your topic will unfold. These will be the headings.  Headings help you organize the information you have collected and help provide structure and clarity. They make reading much more interesting than just providing many unrelated facts. Do not solely report the work of individual studies or researchers. Make certain that each heading links logically to the one before and after. 
The body of your report should include the following:
· Recent research/Evidence:  Describe important results from recent primary articles and explain how those results shape our current understanding of the topic. Mention the types of experiments done and significant corresponding data, but do not repeat the experimental procedure step for step. 
· Point out and address any controversies in the field.
· Have at least 3 Headings 
Introduction
Body
Heading 1: 
Heading 2: 
Heading 3: 
Conclusion 
Application to Dietetics Practice
Conclusion- 
· summarize the most important points about your topic that were supported by your references. Point out the significance of these results.
· Discuss future applications in food science related to the topic.  
· If an aspect of your topic is controversial, discuss why. What is your opinion?  
· Discuss the questions that remain in the area/ areas that need further research.
Application to Dietetics Practice – Discuss how this research applies to the practice of dietetics. What populations are most considered for your research topic? How might dietitians or use this information in practice? What does the future hold? 
References- current references (2010-present) are required. A minimum of 8 reputable references are required (primary articles, peer reviewed). See the AMA Citation Style presentation for details. 

Note: If you insert tables or pictures into your document, they should be pertinent and add to your paper. They will not be counted in the total page count. For example, if you have graphics that take up 1 page, your paper should be 11 pages. 


Assignment 5: Peer Review (20 pts)
Once you submit a draft of your grant application, you will be assigned two peer reviews to complete. You will receive up to 10 points for each peer review completed. Criteria for the peer review:
· Peer review clearly points out areas for improvement based on the assignment rubric
· Peer review provides helpful recommendations for improvement				
· Feedback is thorough and reflects advanced critical thinking skills	
If you don’t submit your draft on time, you will not be able to complete the peer review and will get a zero for this assignment.		


Assignment 6: Final Research Paper (125 pts)
· Based on the feedback from your peers, the assignment instructions and rubric submit your final draft.

