
Check List for Research Paper
At least 10 FULL pages + Works Cited + MLA 

RESEARCH
Variety of sources: newspapers, academic articles, reliable web sites, books, etc. (at least 9 VERY GOOD sources).
Smooth incorporation of sources (introduce, use source, put source into context)
CLEAR use of sources when paraphrasing (ethos)
Correct MLA parenthetical documentation* (ethos)
Correct Works Cited page* (ethos)

*Remember that the goal of Comp. II is to write arguments using sources according to MLA guidelines. Therefore, errors in parenthetical documentation or on the Works Cited page will be graded harshly.
CONTENT
Clear, focused, argumentative claim.
Logical reasons (logos) directly support claim (because statements)
Underlying assumptions addressed if needed.
Adequate, persuasive supporting evidence (logos). Awareness of common knowledge.
Use of pathos.
Opposition clearly explained and then conceding and/or refuting (extremely important for ethos)
ORGANIZATION
Do not organized by source!!!!
Organization that’s best for topic, thesis, and audience (for most of you, the audience will be neutral)
Paragraph unity and appropriate paragraph length
Accurate topic sentences
Transitions needed within and ESPECIALLY BETWEEN PARAGRAPHS

STYLE

Academic/Conversational English  
Concise
Neutral, reasonable tone. Author’s voice is not lost in a sea of experts
Clarity. Accurate, strong word choices (pathos). Be careful with it/this/thing etc. Strong verbs.

GRAMMAR
No spelling or typing errors. No grammatical errors that hurt clarity or credibility (ethos)




MLA FORMAT GUIDELINES

USE TIMES NEW ROMAN 12 PT.


PAPER SET-UP
Click on Paragraph icon 
Click on 2.0
Go back to Paragraph icon
Click on “remove space after paragraph”
Put into 12 pt. Times New Roman

TITLE
Click on center margin for the title
Capitalize the major words in the title 


Don’t forget to cite everything in MLA format. 

DO NOT PLAGIARIZE
DON’T
- Underline your title
Put your title in italics
Put your title in bold
Add extra spaces before or after title







