Research: I expect you to find at least 3 peer reviewed original research articles for reference.

Focus on a Topic Within a Particular Branch of Psychology
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Two main points about writing a good paper in psychology:
1. Your paper is supposed to answer a question (or one or two related questions). Sort of like a hypothesis.
Example: What is bystander effect? When is it most likely to occur? How can its effects be minimized? Or, "What is a cult? Explore and explain the social psychological aspects of cults, with examples."

1. Many of the best papers are written about how one social psychology topic might intersect with other topics of interests: For example, "What is Theory of Mind? And how does it develop in neuro-typical individuals and individuals with autism?"

EVALUATION CRITERIA
To evaluate a paper I will look at the following criteria:
1. What is the specific topic of your research paper?
1. Do you clearly articulate the purpose of the paper within the first page? What is the purpose?
1. What statistics or other relevant evidence do you provide to state why this topic is important in the introduction?
1. How relevant to your topic/purpose and how accurate is the information and evidence you are presenting?
1. How well are the facts cited? Are there places in the paper that would require citation?
1. How well is the paper organized? Does it flow logically from beginning to end?
1. Are the headings (if you use them) titled and placed appropriately throughout the paper?
1. Do you use APA citations and formatting accurately and throughout the paper?
1. Are there places in the paper that are unclear or need elaboration or clarification?
1. How is your quality of writing, including spelling, grammar, free of colloquial speech) on a scale from 1 (=poor) to 5 (=excellent)


Length: 1000 words minimum (4 pages), NOT INCLUDING COVER PAGE, RUNNING HEADER, and REFERENCES. If you deviate from this, you will lose points.

· Times New Roman
· size 12,
· double spaced,
· 1” margins,
· APA style format including cover page and correct in-text citation and correct reference citation sheet. YOU DO NOT NEED AN ABSTRACT.

