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PSY-362 Social Psychology and Cultural Applications
Topic 1 – Foundations of Social Psychology

Directions: After reading Behavioral Study of Obedience by Milgram complete each question listed below. 
	Who wrote the article? With which institution(s) are the authors affiliated?
	Stanley, Milgram
Affiliated to Yale University

	What is the publication date?
	1st October, 1963

	In what scientific journal is the paper published?
	The Journal of Abnormal and Social Psychology

	What is the goal of the paper? 
(Review current research on the topic, experiment to look at causal factors on a particular topic, etc.)
	The goal of the paper was to assess the people’s willingness to obey the instructions from an authoritative figure who asked them to do something that is against their personal views and conscience.

	What are the hypotheses or predictions being made in the paper?
	The author wanted to understand how far people can obey orders from an authoritative figure under incidences that are against their personal conscience and beliefs

	What is the conceptual framework into which this research fits? 
(how the current research fits in with past research conducted about the topic)
	The authors has a similar subject group and was figuring out the same hypothesis in the study.

	What methods are used to meet the stated objectives?
(methods are reported so the study can be replicated)
	The methods used to meet the stated objective included the use of a volunteer sample members and the sampling technique. 40 males from New Haven participated in the study. All the participants were male aged between twenty to fifty years from various occupations and education level. The author did not use any control group for the study. 

	What are the major findings of the investigation? 
(results section give us this information- are the hypotheses supported?)
	According to the investigation, Milgram predicted that less than 3% of the entire population would not go on with the experiment beyond 450 volts. However, 100% of all the 40 participants reached 300 volts.  Only 5 participants decided to discontinue.

	Are the stated conclusions supported by the data?
	All the stated conclusions are supported by data. Milgram argued that there were various factors that pushed the participants to the high level of obedience. Such factors includes the location (place where the experiment took place-Yale University). The prestigious institution was a major cause to the obedience levels.

	How do the results relate to the published findings of other authors?
	According to Orne & Holland (1968), the results lacked experimental realism. The participants did not believe in the set-up of the experiments since they knew that the learners did not receive the electric shock.

	What future research is suggested as a result of this investigation?
	Some of the future research suggested in the result include having a sample that has a mixed gender and prohibit self-selection. Other researchers argue that Milgram was so optimistic about the results and all the participants were stressed by the environment.

	Have the author(s) drawn upon all the appropriate references?
	 I believe that the author(s) has drawn upon all the appropriate references for the experiments. The article show how the results were obtained and is the results are correct or incorrect.
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